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Art director maintains presence 
in last semester of teachin 


-- Track and Field final arrives 
_. at Northern Essex 
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This building on Common Street in Lawrence is the potential location for the 
newest extension campus, just blocks from the college’s existing buildings. 


Knights prepare to defend title 


Northern Essex 
baseball opens 
season in Florida 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 

PHIL BARBANTI 
Contributing Reporter 


The weather is gradually getting 
nicer, flowers are preparing to 
bloom and baseball is in the air. 
Spring training on the sunny Florida 
landscape is over and the Northern 
Essex baseball team is gearing up to 


defend their state title as well as 
make a run at a national title. 


The Knights return seven of 
their starting line up from last year’s 
team that was ranked first in the 
nation in Division 3 in hitting. The 
Knights as a team last season hit an 
astonishing .404 average (374 hits in 
925 at bats). 

Returning to the lineup are four 
of the top five hitters from that team, 
led by the nations top hitter last year 
Chris Anderson. Anderson’s .537 
average (58-108, 40 RBIs) was tops 
in all of division 3. Aside from aver- 
age, Anderson led the Knights” in 
every major offensive category 
(hits-58, RBIs-40, runs scored-40, 
extra base hits-13) except for home- 
runs (Ryan Mustapha-five) and at- 


bats (Jeison King-111). 

The remaining top hitters from 
last year’s team, Pedro De La Rosa 
(.481, 37-77, sixth in the nation, 16 
RBIs), the Knights biggest long ball 
threat Ryan Mustapha (.451, 37- 
82,12th in the nation, 34 RBIs, five 
homeruns), and Jeison King (. 414, 
46-111, 30th in the nation, 24 RBIs), 
are poised to keep the Knights a dan- 
gerous team at the plate. 

Waldo Solano, Alvaro Bido and 
Corey Carter, the rest of the return- 
ing offensive players, were key parts 
to the Knights success last year and 
look ready to take their games to the 
next level. 

The two biggest losses offen- 
sively from last year’s team are 
Adam Del Rio, who was second to 
Anderson in every major offensive 
category, and Derrek Deranian. Del 
Rio batted in the top of the line-up 
all of last year. Although Deranian 
jumped around in the line-up he was 
a solid, everyday player. 

The largest question mark for 
the Knights at this point is the pitch- 
ing. They have lost the top three 
pitchers in terms of innings pitched 
and strike outs from last years club 
in Ryan Mooridian, Adam Del Rio 
and Matt McGuire. 

Despite the losses, the Knights 
do return three strong arms, Chris 
Anderson, Patrick Bateson and Ryan 
Boucher, all of which pitched in 
pressure situations for Northern 


Essex last season, despite only com- 
bining for 22 innings pitched. 

The Knights staff is loaded with 
new arms that will be called upon to 
deliver this season. Corey Jusckak, 
Alex Szymanski and Todd Hodgdon 
are among the top new arms at the 
Knights disposal. 

Northern Essex opened the sea- 
son as the same way they have for 
the past few seasons, with a trip to 
Disney’s Wide World Of Sports 
Complex in Florida for a week of 
spring training games during Spring 
Break, March 12-16. Like last sea- 
son, the Knights started slowly, los- 
ing three of their first four games, 
but stormed back winning the final 
four games of the week. 
Competition included Lackawanna 
College, Mott Community College 
and Region 21 opponent Dean 
College. 

This was the first time this year 
the Knights have been able to get 
outside and play on a field. Weather 
conditions forced the Knights to use 
the gym, frozen landscape and artifi- 
cial turf fields in Amesbury. To 
make matters worse the Knights 
opponents had already been playing 
on grass for some time. Head coach 
Kerry Quinlan, entering his sixth 
year at the helm, noted it is a huge 
adjustment to get outside a play on a 
real diamond. 


See Anderson page 18 


New third campus in 
Lawrence estimated to 
carry 1,200 students 


By JESSICA DEMAarco 
News Editor 


The NECC Lawrence campuses 
have expanded approximately 60 
percent since fall 1997, creating the 
need for more space, courses and 
programs to be introduced. 

For the past three years, 
President Hartleb has been working 
to prepare funds, and lobbying state 
officials for a building located near 


|. the two Lawrence campuses to be 


used as a second extension. 

“I think adding these programs 
and classes would be wonderful over 
there,” said Hartleb of the prospec- 
tive campus. 

In order for the proposed new 
extension to become a reality, NECC 
will need contributions from several 
different sources. The City of 
Lawrence will need to donate the 
land, and in doing so transfer the title 
of the land to the state. Northern 
Essex would put forward $1 million 
in private contributions for construc- 
tion, and $100,000 to help relocate 
businesses that currently reside in the 
building. 

The federal government would 
need to contribute approximately 
$536,000 in order to remove the 
asbestos from the site, and the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
would then need to pass the $15.5 
million Higher Education bond. The 
bond that is also required for the 
building of the new extension is the 
same bond that will allow for the ren- 
ovations of the Spurk Building. In 
total, the cost would be just over $17 
million. 

Originally, the mayor of 
Lawrence had agreed that the build- 


Northem Essex 
Community College 


ing would be a great fit for the cam- 
pus, according to Hartleb, but then 
decided to open bid for the in-town 
mall in December. 

There are three other bidders for 
the same piece of land, however— 
the mayor and city council of 
Lawrence get to ultimately deicide 
who the property will go to. 

The prospective campus would 
bring an added flow of about 1,200 
more people to the area every week, 
which would boost the sales of local 
businesses, says Hartleb, also adding 
that in 5 years the college will have 
added 300 more graduates to the 
local workforce. 

There are many health programs 
that are in high demand which NECC 
has yet to offer, including 


..Phlebotomy Technician, Pharmacy 


Technician, Therapeutic Massage, 
Dental Hygiene, Radiological 
Technology and many more. 

The criminal Justice department 
also has a need to offer many more 
courses such as Computer Forensics, 
Mediation, Crime Scene 
Investigation, Homeland Security 
and Ballistic Investigation. 

An added campus will also allow 
for the expansion of the technology 
and ESL classes. 

The new building would addi- 
tionally bring job opportunities to the 
area, including 23 new 
faculty/instruction jobs, four techni- 
cal support jobs and four mainte- 
nance jobs. 

Since the changes and additions 
depend on more than one variable, is 
was difficult for President Hartleb to 
set a specific timeline as to when the 
prospective campus would be in use. 
However, at this time, if all goes as 
scheduled it is planned to be occu- 
pied with classes by Spring 2008. 

Hartleb also added, “if students 
who live in Lawrence feel that this is 
a good idea, I would urge them to 
contact the mayor-and city council of 
Lawrence.” 


VP of Administration 
will go to trial 


' By JESSICA DEMARCO 


News Editor 


According to the Newburyport 
District Court, Mark Andrews, Vice 
President of Administration, filed a 
motion on Tuesday, March 21, to go 
to trial. 

Andrews was charged with two 
offenses, one being for speeding, and 
the .second being an OUI, both of 
which he was arrested for on Sunday, 


Jan. 22 in Amesbury. If found guilty, 
Andrews could face up to two years 
of imprisonment and a fine not less 
than $500 and no more than $5,000. 

For the speeding offense, 
Andrews could face up to a fine of 
$50 plus $10 for every m.p.h. in 
excess of 10 m.p.h. over the speed 
limit. 

The trial date is scheduled for 
May 15 in the Newburyport District 
Court. 
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This campus should 


a 


be a ‘ Safe Place’ 


The Gay Straight Alliance club on 
campus has recently been selling 
Stickers that faculty, staff and students 
can wear on their clothing or post on 
their office doors to show their sup- 
port of the gay and lesbian commu- 
nity on campus. 

When you wear the sticker you 
are representing your support and 
acceptance of the club on campus, but 
when you decide not to sport the 
sticker in any way, what does that 
really say about you? 

In previous years when there have 
been stickers posted around campus 
there were many complaints of the 
stickers being torn down in a show of 
non-acceptance. 

But, why would people go out of 
their way just to tear something like 
this down? 

The sticker says “ Safe Place” on 
it to show that wherever the place is, it 
is accepting of the gay and lesbian 


community. Is there a good reason 
why this whole campus can’t be a 
“Safe Place” for anyone, no matter 
their orientation? Why should that 
make a difference on the safety of a 
certain area? 

It’s sad that not everyone can feel 
safe at any one place on campus. 

And, when you do decide to wear 
or put that sticker on your office door, 
does it mean you are a member? 
Maybe, maybe not. 

But, it could also mean that you 
have had the opportunity to be open- 
minded and see that everyone is not 
Just a name or a stereotype, but that 
everyone is a human. 

You would hope that the sticker 
would only shed more light on the 
gay, lesbian community, in order for 
those who do not support it to learn to. 

Hopefully the sticker will help 
broaden the image of the gay and les- 
bian community so that the non-sup- 
porters would come to realize that 
members of this community are also 
members of our community. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer s 
opserver 


missions via email: 
necc.mass.edqu 


*Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 
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MYSELF... 


MAD COW MEETS BIRD FLU 


KRTcampus cartoon 


Would you see a movie based on 


John Fallavollita, Business 
“T probably would, just to see what 
really happened.” 


9/11? 


Lucas Jimenez, Business 

“Yes, definitely. That’s a movie about 
history, I mean, it’s something you 
would probably want to show your 
children.” 


Dan Lapey, Liberal Arts 

“Sure. It’d be good to see. I'd like to 
see how they made it, even though J 
know there would be some controver- 


»” 


sy. 


Photos/Interviews by Stacie Peters 


Geneva Pustell, ASL 
“No way!! I am so sensitive when it 
comes to things like that! 1 bawled 
my eyes out when I saw Lord of the 
Rings! 1 would never make it through 
a movie about 9/11!” 


Kathleen Johnson, ASL 

“T would definitely go see it. Real-life 
disaster movies are appealing to me. 
But I only want to see it if it’s true to 
life, not if it’s some Hollywood ‘blow 
‘em up’ film - that’s not cool.” 


Michael Cenower, Liberal Arts 
“Yeah. I think from seeing some- 


“thing like that on screen, you under- 


stand it better. You might even learn 
more about the day it happened.” 


and the New England Press Association. 


~— 


Page 3 NECC Observer Mar. 29, 2006 


ee 


Is Hollywood ready for 9/11? 


Are movie-goers 
ready to accept a 
realistic film? 


By STACIE PETERS 
Opinions Editor 


When we 
watch. movies, 
we watch with 
a suspension 
of disbelief: a 
willingness to 
ignore incon- 
sistencies and 
suspend ratio- 
nal thought to 
appreciate a 
work of fiction. Without suspension 
of disbelief, we wouldn’t buy the 
fact that Lois Lane can’t tell the 
difference between Clark Kent and 
Superman, even though all that sep- 
arates them is a lousy pair of glass- 
es. Not only that, but we believe in 
superheroes, a ludicrous concept in 
itself, but true in this fictional city 
of Metropolis. Now, say you’re 
watching Schindler's List, when 
Superman suddenly appears to kill 
Hitler and free the Jews, and wow, 
do we have a problem. You see, so 
long as the movie works believably 
within the rules created in it’s own 
universe, we, the audience, will 
believe it. 


So what if the movie in ques- 
tion is not set in an alternate ver- 
sion of Earth, where superheroes 
may. exist, but in the real, nearly 
present-day one? What if it’s not 
even a fictional subject, but based 
on real events? How much of your 
disbelief are you willing to sus- 
pend? 

Hard to believe, but it’s been 
less than five years since 9/11 hap- 
pened, and movie studios are 
already planning on releasing 
major motion pictures based on the 
horrific events. 
And, with any 
movie based on 
real events, 
particularly 
ones that 
scream PATRI- 
OFLeISS. Me; 
there’ll be 
some glossing 
over of facts 
and romanti-- 
cization of 
characters. 
Think some- 
thing along the lines of Pearl 
Harbor. (And while we’re on the 
subject of patriotic movies, Team 
America: World Police brings up a 
good point: why does Michael Bay 
get to keep on making movies?) 

While most studios are showing 
“taste” by waiting a little less than 
a decade to release these films, one 
of the first movies about 9/11 was a 


Letters of thanks 


from Contemporary 
Affairs Club 


To the Editors: 


Thanks very much for the cov- 
erage that you gave the 
Contemporary Affairs Club for its 
recent trip to Washington. The 
interviews of students were espe- 
cially good for getting a sense of 
the diverse experiences that con- 
tributed to a very successful trip. 


Steve Russell 

Dept. of History, Government, 
Philosophy and Economics 
Faculty Advisor for the 
Contemporary Affairs Club 


To the staff of the Observer, 


On behalf of the Contemporary 
Affairs Club and as the President of 
the Club, I would like to thank you 
all for making our Washington Trip 
the front page story! 


Sincerely, 
Reid Allen Hoover, Jr. 


Hoodies imitate rap 
gangster fashion 


To the Editor: 


I have a comment to make 
‘about the hoodies that so many 
kids are wearing, including my 
son. I think that they see that the 
rap stars and rap gangsters are 
wearing them so they have decided 
to make it a fashion statement. 
When I see a kid or an adult wear 
one it reminds me of a punk. There 
is no need to be wearing these 
hoodies inside a school, house or a 
bank for that matter. What ever 
happened to the take your hat off 


when you are entering a building or 
sitting at a table? You see kids 
wearing the hoodies in cars or 
while eating in restaurants. I think 
it's disrespectful and there is no 
need for it. My son knows better 
than to wear his in my house, car or 
around me. What will be the 
excuse when the warm weather 
comes? Will they be saying that the 
hoodies keep them cooler? 


Elizabeth Gray 


made-for-TV special, produced in 
2003 for Showtime, the same sta- 
tion that brings us great program- 
ming like Reefer Madness: The 
Movie Musical. Compellingly enti- 
tled DC 9/11: Time of Crisis, it 
stars Timothy Bottoms as President 
Bush (who ironically played Bush 
on Comedy Central’s short-lived 
comedy, That's My Bush! ) and was 
more-than-likely written and 
directed by Karl Rove. It deals not 
so much with the actual terrorist 
events on 9/11, but Bush’s response 


{> Fee 


As far as 9/11 goes, the story is not 
finished. The conflict is unresolved, we 
don’t have the people who organized 
these attacks, and we’re already 

glamourizing the event. 


to them, through a rose-colored 
camera lens. He utters gung-ho 
lines like: “If some tinhorn terrorist 
wants me, tell him to come and get 
me! I’ll be at home, waiting for the 
bastard!” 

DC 9/11 is often compared as 


an alternative to people who dislike 
Michael Moore’s Fahrenheit 9/11. 
If you’re patriotic, then don’t see 
Moore’s film, see DC 9//], or so 
they say. The difference here is that 
while Moore has a bias, the materi- 
al in his movie can be proven by 
fact, while DC 9/// is just a gloss- 
ing-over of a day gone terribly 
wrong. The problem is that with the 
notion of suspension of disbelief, it 
is easy for the uninformed to pick 
the fiction over the truth. 

But DC 9//1 is only the begin- 
ning. Another made- 
for-TV movie recently 
aired, simply entitled 
Flight 93 about the 
plane crashing in a 
Pennsylvania field. 
Later in 2006, another 
movie of the same 
title hits the theater. 
But none of these can 
compare to 
Hollywood’s first 
major motion picture 
entitled World Trade 
Center. It’s going to 
be directed by Oliver Stone, whose 
last historical epic, Alexander, was 
less than stellar. It stars Nicolas 
Cage and Michael Pena (Crash) as 
well as Maria Bello and Maggie 
Gyllenhaal. The movie follows the 
struggle of two Port Authority offi- 


cers (Cage and Pena) trapped under 
the rubble of the fallen towers. 

If I knew that World Trade 
Center was being made to truthful- 
ly honor our country, I would sup- 
port it. But instead, attaching a big- 
name director with big-name actors 
to film a big-name event equals one 
thing: money. Film studios know 
that an event like 9/11 has “univer- 
sal appeal” and are seeking to prof- 
it off of it however they can. 

More than that, what about sen- 
sitivity? I’m not saying to never 
make a movie based on 9/11, but 
couldn’t the studios wait a couple 
of decades? When people make 
biopics, they wait until the person 
is dead. As far as 9/11 goes, the 
story is not finished. The conflict is 
unresolved, we don’t have the peo- 
ple who organized these attacks, 
and we’re already glamourizing the 
event as if it happened centuries 
ago. 
So if you go to see World Trade 
Center this summer (you know, the 
season for movie blockbusters) just 
try not to suspend your belief too 
much. A romanticized movie is nice 
to watch, but it can be dangerous if 
you think those two hours are a true 
account of history. 


Abortion bans are 
not the solution 


South Dakota law 
makers disrespect 
women S rights 


By GABRIELLE KINSMAN 
Contributing Reporter 


South Dakota has banned abor- 
tion. 

On Monday, March 6, governor 
Mike Rounds signed into law a ban 
on all abortions, with no exceptions 
made for rape or incest. 

"I expect this law will be taken 
to court and prevented from going 
into effect this July," Rounds said in 
his statement. South Dakota law- 
makers want to overthrow Roe vs. 
Wade and make abortion a State 
issue, not a Federal one. What they 
don't understand, or don't care to try 
to understand—or, chillingly, per- 
haps understand perfectly—is that 


this law is a direct attack on 
women's rights. This ban is telling 
South Dakota women that their only 
purpose is to bear children. 

Saying that abortion is wrong is 
one thing; that's a personal opinion, 
which everyone is entitled to have. 
But banning abortion reaches 
beyond opinion; if you don't want an 
abortion, don't have one. Forcing 
other people to live the way you live 
is beyond right and wrong. It's 
oppression, plain and simpie. 

A ban on abortion is bad enough, 
but with no exceptions for rape and 
incest, the law becomes outright 
cruel. If you live in an abusive 
household, and a male relative takes 
advantage of you, and you find 
yourself pregnant? Nothing you can 
do about it. You have to protect the 
life created during the worst thing 
that has ever happened to you. By 
law, you have to carry it to term, no 
matter how it happened or how old 
you are. The baby's life is more 


important that your sanity and well- 
being. 

Banning abortion isn't going to 
stop it; having a child is a life-alter- 
ing experience, and if you're not 
ready for it, it can be a very bad 
experience, for both the mother and 
the child. Women who don't want a 
baby will find a way not to have one. 
If they can afford to, they will go 
across state lines (or, if it gets bad 
enough, across country lines). If 
they can't afford to do that, well— 
that's when it gets bad. That's when 
the jokes about back-alley abortions 
stop being funny. That's when young 
women, frightened and desperate, 
do dangerous and illegal things. 

Abortion is not a new concept, 
and a law is not going to stop it. It's 
hard to believe that people don't 
understand that. Sweeping it under 
the rug isn't going to make it go 
away, it just means you won't see it. 


Suicide: a severe and ignored epidemic 


By ALLISON BOISSONEAU 
Contributing Reporter 


There is a serious problem in 
America today, yet even though it 1s 
becoming larger, it is still highly 
ignored. It is the third leading cause 
of death for young people aged 15 to 
24. It is also the eighth leading cause 
of death for men in America. The 
numbers speak for themselves. Yet 
this epidemic is not spoken of very 
much. No, it is not AIDS. It is not 
cancer. 

It is suicide. 


In the year 2001, at least 30,622 


people took their own lives. This is 
not a small number. Many of us are 
not unfamiliar to suicidal encoun- 
ters. There are some of us here who 
have struggled with depression and 
have toyed with the idea that we 


simply do not want to live anymore. 

No one is truly a stranger when 
it comes to sadness and despair and 
desolation. We have all felt these 
feelings. But the horrific fact is that 
many people act upon these feelings 
and wind up gone from us forever. 
This particular epidemic affects 
everywhere around the world. 
Suicide statistics soar high in Japan. 
75 percent of the victims are male. 

The World Health Organization 
believes that more people are killed 
by suicide than war. "Suicide is a 
tragic, global health problem. There 
is an urgent need for coordinated 
and intensified global action to pre- 
vent this needless toll." says 
Catherine Le Camus. 

Not enough is being done! 
When people's lives are at stake, we 
must take action. Also, we need to 
help people who are experiencing 


suicidal thoughts. Most suicidal 
feelings are temporary. Therefore 
they can be helped. 

I firmly believe that we as a col- 
lege have the capability to help 
those with suicidal thoughts on cam- 
pus. We may have to put together a 
small group that is equipped to help 
those struggling with depression. 
Because almost all of the time, sui- 
cide and depression go hand in 
hand. 

One organization that is doing 
something important to stop this epi- 
demic is the American Association 
of Suicidology, which is dedicated 
to the understanding and the preven- 
tion of suicide. 

If you are feeling as though you 
have no way out, please go to the 
followingwebsite: 
http://www.metanoia.org/suicide/ 

They can help. 
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Another new soda, and just in 


time for global domination 


If you thought cocaine 
was addictive, wait 
until you see what 


Coke s adding in next! 
By DUSTIN LUCA 
Editor 


The domi- 
nance of the 
soft drink is 
slowly taking 
shape, as the 
leading soda 
companies in 
the world are 
continuously 
battling to put 
= everybody on 
dvigail ayers ses 


machines. 

In the past five years, we have 
seen these two leading soft drink 
companies, the Pepsi-Cola corpora- 
tion and the Coca-Cola corporation, 
battling each other through the cre- 
ation of new flavors of soft drink. 
First, there was the sugary infestation 
of vanilla soft drinks, then there was 
the zero-calorie soft drinks, then the 
anti-gravitational soft drinks and soft 
drinks that make you psychologically 
insecure. 


For the longest time, the soft 
drink empire, while being ruled by 
these two companies, had a lot to 
offer as it was: each company had it's 
own orange-flavored drink, root-beer 
flavored drink, and even lemon/lime- 
flavored drinks until now, where the 
Coca-Cola company has made: the 
ultimate sacrifice in the health of our 
youngest generation and created 
Coke Blak. 


tive organs going to-cost us $2 a hit. 
Now, we will pay $1.25 (plus deposit, 
if your state sucks). 

It's sad though when these lead- 
ing companies, being at odds with 
each other, have to poison their drinks 
with more additives. I imagine this 
drink won't last long, simply because, 
and this also isn't a joke, Pepsi tried it 
a few years earlier with "Pepsi Kona," 
a similar soft drink that tasted much 


they're compulsive procrastinators 
and left a 20-page term paper unwrit- 
ten days before it was due. Or maybe 
a bunch of overgrown children will 
want to stay up until midnight for the 
release of the new Harry Potter book 
(which is estimated to be 14,850 
pages in length), and will also want to 
read it all, cover to cover, when they 
get home. AND, they'll want to read it 
a few more times after that before 


Coke Blak, actually attempting 
according to a sleep. 
recent press C G With these two 
release, is "a cof- companies in control 
fee-infused soft Pretty soon Coca-Cola corp., having of the soft drink indus- 


drink" that mixes 
the flavors and 
unhealthy chemi- 
cal ingredients of 
regular Coke 
with that of cof- 
fee extracts. This 
is not a joke. 

As if_ soft 
drinks didn't con- 
tain enough ingredients capable of 
killing our unborn children via caf- 
feine and other caffeine additives, the 
Coca-Cola company had to take it to 


the next step and add, that's right, - 


more caffeine. The days of Red Bull 
and Amp (which was owned by the 
Pepsi-Cola corporation, I might add) 
are now over. No longer are highly 
potent energy drinks capable of giv- 
ing us seizures and killing our diges- 


exhausted the world’s caffeine supply, 
are going to start putting narcotics in 
their soft drinks just to give kids that lit- 
tle bit of extra rush in gym class. 


like heated- raccoon rectum, though 
was not nearly as successful. 

Pretty soon, the Pepsi-Cola corp. 
and Coca-Cola corp., having exhaust- 
ed the world's caffeine supply, are 
going to start putting narcotics and 
other addictive substances into their 
soft drinks just to give kids that little 
bit of an extra rush in gym class. 
Perhaps a bunch of college students 
need to pull an all-nighter because 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE 
WITH NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS. 


try, it isn't beyond the 
realm of possibility. 
What ever hap- 
pened to taking heroin 
or crack cocaine to get 
a rush? Huh? Or eating 
sugar directly from 
those "sweetener" 
= packets the coffee 
shops hand out for 
free? The creation of Coke Blak and 
the further energy-oriented poisoning 
of our drinks is almost as bad as the 
fluoridated water coming out of our 
faucets. When this product hits the 
shelves, it will do nothing short of 
take the current teenage generation by 
storm, for now anyway. After they all 
develop medically undocumented 
cases of the most mutant form of dia- 
betes to have ever been.seen in a 


primitive life form, it will be too late 
and half of the world's population, by 
then, will be abusing Coke Blak intra- 
venously. 

In fact, I would be willing to put 
money on Coke Blak being traded on 
the streets in ten years. It will be so 
popular, people will be using it as cur- 
rency on the Blak Market as an easier 
way to purchase illegal immigrant 
babies, get abortions or bypass pro- 
grams for the weight-loss chips 
embedded in their hands. 

And just to keep things flowing 
along nicely, all of the best food-ori- 
ented products available in America 
will intentionally start to taste worse 
to take away from the horrid tar-like 
taste of Coke Blak. Heinz will start 
putting hydrochloric acid in their 
ketchup products, cows will start pro- 
ducing vinegar instead of milk and 
McDonalds will never change a sin- 
gle thing about their food. 

And I'm sure that, five years after 
that, as everybody is learning to 
accept and worship the Coca-Cola 
corporation as their new overlords, I 
will be executed for being unpatriot- 
ic. 


The writer of this column wel- 
comes and openly asks for any com- 
ments and feedback on this work. 
Those wishing to provide feedback 
can email dustin.luca@gmail.com. 


luals with leadership potential can look forward 
toa eee career at UPS. Call us today anc 


[The UPS] 
|JEARN & 


lesen sicet upto 9 1,900 “per semester 
[rogrem IN COLLEGE EDUCATION ASSISTANCE! 


* UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. 


APPLY ONLINE: 
www.upsjobs.com 
FOR MORE INFO: 978-441-3400 
UPS « 90 BRICK KILN ROAD « CHELMSFORD, MA 
An Equal Opportunity Employer ) 


SIPS wi te URS ane wk om raged renee of Lirent Seri Seve of deca, Pe og eed 


GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY * MEDICAL & DENTAL 
401(K) « HOLIDAYS OFF * PAID VACATIONS 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MOREI!! 
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Deadline for nomination petitions is noon, Wednesday, April 5, 2006 


7. 2 2 
Wants You! 


NECC is now looking for the 2006 - 2007 


_ Student Representative to the College _ 
Board of Trustees. This position is effec- 
tive until June 30, 2007. 


The time commitment requires the 

student to: 

=> Attend monthly meetings 

= Read materials prior to meetings. 

= Participate in additional meetings and 
retreats, as needed 


interested students must be in good | 
academic standing, have at least a 2.25 


GPA and have registered for a minimum of 


12 credits. 


For more information, please stop by the 


Student Activities & Orientation Department. 


Student Activities & Orientation 


Get involved: 
eWork with the 
College’s Board of 
Trustees! 

eHave input on 


important College 
issues and decisions! 


eStrengthen your 
portfolio and resume! 
eLearn how College 


governance really 


works! 

eKeep abreast of key 
changes at the 
College! 


ote 


Haverhill Campus, Sport & Fitness Center D-117 
Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building L133 


Tel: 978 556 3731 
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If you’re going out of state for the rest of college, 
make sure you NAVE —ouTSTANDING FACULTY SNOWBOARDING 
CITY PARKS DOWNTOWN LIVING CAREER COUNSELING MOUNTAIN BIKING 
BOTANIC GARDENS STUDY ABROAD GOLFING COFFEE HOUSES FISHING 
CYCLING ROCK CLIMBING STUDENT RESEARCH GALLERIES HIKING NIGHTLIFE 
DOWNHILL SKIING CONVENIENT SCHEDULES MUSEUMS PRO SPORTS SHOPPING 
PROFESSIONAL LECTURE SERIES DENVER MINT ROLLER COASTERS Z00 
ACADEMIC ADVISING CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING PERFORMING ARTS THEATRES 
ADVANCED DEGREES INTERNSHIPS ROLLERBLADING KAYAKING CAMPING 
URBAN CAMPUS RODEO TUBING CONCERTS SNOWSHOEING FOUR-WHEELING 


SPECIALTY RESTAURANTS WHITEWATER RAFTING EXCLUSIVE SCHOLARSHIPS 


lots to write home about. 


Before you transfer, look far above the ordinary. Do more than earn a widely ~ 
respected bachelor’s degree from the University of Colorado at Denver and ~ 
Health Sciences Center. Live, study and have fun in the Mile High City and its 
amazing backyard—the Rocky Mountains. Plus, as a transfer student from North 
Essex Community College, you could receive a scholarship ranging from $4,000 
to $32,000 in two-year total value. Deadlines are fast approaching, so apply now 
for admission and the scholarship. abovetheordinary.cudenver.edu/info 


(Gy University of Colorado at Denver 


and Health Sciences Center 


Downtown Denver Campus 
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NECC Professional 
Association 
Scholarship 


The NECCPA Scholarship 
is awarded to the applicant 
who is a student graduating 
within the current academic 
year (July 1, 2005 to June 30, 
2006) who represents the best 
product of NECC education in 
the judgement of the scholar- 
ship committee. 

The deadline for applica- 
tions is by noon, April 14, 
2006. Applications must be 
submitted to Peter Flynn in 
room 314-E in the Spurk 
Building. 

The applicant must have 
completed atleast. 42 credits 
and have a GPA of 3.0 or better. 

The scholarship for 2006 is 
for $750, and is decided by a 
committee of three members. 


Student Social 
Services holds 
annual drive 


Student Social Services 
Ist Annual Clothing Drive 
and Exchange 
Lawrence: Wednesday 
March 29 
11:00am-1:00pm 
Dimitry Bldg. Atrium 


Haverhill: Wednesday 
April 5 
11:00am-1:00pm 
Sport and Fitness Center 
Drop Off Donations: 
Haverhill Campus 
Spurk Center Lobby 
Mon.-Fri., March 27-31 
11:00am-1:00pm 
Lawrence Campus 
Student Social Services 
Office 
Through March 28 
For more information 
contact Marissa Galante at 
mgalante@necc.mass.edu, or 
Joselyn Marte at 
jmarte@necc.mass.edu. 


Four faculty 
members honored 
for teaching 


Four Northern Essex 
‘Community College faculty 
members, Mary Janowicz of 

East Hampstead, N.H., adjunct 
faculty member, Department 

of Behavioral Sciences; 
Michael Pelletier of Salem, 
MA, professor, Computer 
Technology and Engineering 
Department; Mary Roche of 
Haverhill, coordinator, 
Reading Center; and Suzanne 
Van Wert of Litchfield, N.H., 
chair, Department of English 
and Foreign Languages, were 
recently named recipients of 
the National Institute for Staff 
and Organizational 
Development (NISOD) 
Awards for Excellence. 


Does your campus organiza- | 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu Be 
sure to include “campus news 
brief” in the subject line. 


Mar. 29, 2006 


NECC hosts Phonathon 


Alumni Association 
hopes to raise $50k 
for scholarships 


By ELYSE ALEXOPOULOS 
Contributing Reporter 


Over the past couple of months, 
with 13 available phones and a socia- 
ble group of neighboring students and 
graduates at hand, the NECC Alumni 
Association held its 7th annual 
Phonathon. 

The Phonathon, as the name 
implies, is an event where students and 
alumni participate in raising money to 
help support NECC academic scholar- 
ships, student programs, and the col- 
lege's endowment. Students and 
alumni are given a list of numbers 
each night to contact recent and past 
graduates, asking if they would like to 
make a contribution to the college's 
Annual Fund. 

, “The main goal of the Phonathon 


New website aids in student 


Information on site 
based on Career 


Planning seminars 


By DUSTIN LUCA 
Editor 


To help make the introduction to 
college life a whole lot easier for new 
students, members of the college com- 
munity recently launched the Student 
Success website. 

The website features seminar- 
influenced tips and information about, 
among many things, time and stress 
management, financial planning, test 
taking skills, suggestions for writing 
college-level papers, general expecta- 
tions of faculty and college professors 
and even things as simple as a crash 
course in college lingo. 


is to reach out to as many alumni as 
possible to get support for the college 
and also to update the contact informa- 
tion so that our alumni can receive col- 
lege information and newsletters,” 
said Libby Jensen, director of Alumni 
& Donor Relations since 2001. 

The Phonathon has become 
increasingly successful over the past 
few years in raising more money to 
having more students participate. The 
money that's raised not only helps in 
improving the college's endowment 
and other such areas of the college, but 
it benefits the students as well. 

According to Jensen, on behalf of 
the Phonathon and other funds raised, 
$127,000 in scholarship profit was 
awarded to students in the fall of 2005. 
There has been an outstanding amount 
of success and dedication towards rais- 
ing money thanks to the help of alum- 
ni, students, staff, and faculty. In addi- 
tion, since September of 2005, 42 stu- 
dents have participated in the 
Phonathon. 

Aside from the Phonathon pro- 
ceeds, community-wide members also 
contribute to the NECC Alumni 


“We're really just gearing on ways 
we can help students succeed through- 
out the entire college ordeal. We give 
them something they can go back to 
and always use,” said Kristen Ganley, 
member of the Department of 
Computer Technology and 
Engineering at NECC and one of those 
most responsible for the Student 
Success website, in a prior interview. 

“The whole idea in why we decid- 
ed to do the wbsite was to be a 24 hour 
online self help tool for students,” 
Ganley added. “Where they get help, 
what offices provide help, etc.” 

Accoridng to Ganley, the process 
to create the site involved researching 
what other community colleges 
throughout the country offered to their 
new and returning students, as well as 
taking suggestions and polling ideas 
and layouts from current NECC facul- 
ty and students. 

“Since last June of 2005, we've 


Association each year as well. 
Currently, there have been 680 donors, 
including both alumni and members 
from the community. Last year, the 
Phonathon alone grossed $31,206.00. 

According to Vice president Jean 
Poth, this year's total donation amount 
has not yet been determined. 
However, she said, “The goal is to 
raise $50,000 to help support the 
NECC fund which assists with student 
funds, student scholarships, student 
programs, and the college's endow- 
ment.” 

The Phonathon has been running 
since Feb. 14. and will end on April 
11. Each night has been a success and 
students, alumni, and faculty have 
equally enjoyed it. 

“The Phonathon could not exist 
without the help of our students. 
We've tried different formats in the 
past, but have had the most success 
when students reach out to alumni for 
support,” said Jensen. 

“This was a great experience for 
me to earn money, improve my social 
skills, and gain experience all at the 
same time,” said Liberal Arts major 


been looking for ways to enhance stu- 
dent success. Once we got the green 
card to go, the team worked on devel- 
oping the website,” said Ganley. 

Seminars provided by the Career 
Planning and Advising Center, also 
known as CPAC for short, had a signif- 
icant influence on the site and the con- 
tent available on it, according to 
Ganley. 

“Now the school has the ability to 
do more sophisticated things on the 
Internet,” said Ganley. “(The site) can 
grow and become something much 
more through the use of it.” 

To assist in the creation of the site 
and to help provide student-geared 
media presentations, members work- 
ing on the project turned to the Title V 
Project for additional manpower and 
digital expertise, including the produc- 
tion and presentation of three tutorial 
videos running over 30 minutes 
between the three of them. 


Jennifer Walsh. 

Melina Laguerre, a General studies 
major and active participant in the 
Phonathon, said she has enjoyed help- 
ing out and also hopes to participate 
next year. “It was an awesome oppor- 
tunity for me to earn money while help- 
ing the school out as well,” she said. 

Barbara Begin, alumna and mem- 
ber of the Alumni Association 
Advisory Board, is proud to volunteer 
in the student/alumni activities and 
events here on campus. “The college 
has made a lot of improvements and I 
am happy to help raise funds,” she 
said. Begin herself has donated 
$1,000 to the NECC Alumni 
Association and continues to con- 
tribute every year. “I have a real dedi- 
cation to the college,” said Begin. 

The vision of the NECC Alumni 
Association is to earn as much money 
as possible from community and 
alumni donors. “In the next few years 
we'd like to see the NECC fund 
increase so that we can award more 
scholarships, assist more student pro- 
grams, and increase the endowment 
for the college's future.” 


SUCCESS 


According to Manny Correia- 
Branco, assistant director of the Title V 
Project, the videos were designed for 
multiple reasons. While the videos 
could introduce prospective students to 
college life at Northern Essex, Correia- 
Branco said that the videos can also be 
used “as a pilot” in class by professors 
at NECC. 

“They have info about enrolling 
and succeeding in college,” said 
Correia-Branco in a previous inter- 
view, also adding that the videos fea- 
ture information about the “resources 
and opportunities at NECC,” including 
the various on-campus labs and the 
Student Activities department. 

Ganley added that one of the goals 
of the videos was to mirror some of the 
topics on the website. 


Current NECC students’ and 
prospective students are encouraged to 
use the website by visiting 


http://www.necc.mass.edu/success/. 


Student hit by car on campus 


Driver involved in 
hit-and-run not 


known at this time 


By JONI QUINN 
Contributing Reporter 


On Feb. 24, 2006, a student was 
struck by a black Nissan while walk- 
ing through the parking lot (Lot #5). 
The student was able to record the NH 
license plate number in his phone 


_ before the car left the scene and the 


police were contacted immediately. 
According to the police report 
filed by Haverhill Police Officer S. 
Sforza, he was dispatched to 100 Elliot 
St. at NECC, in the rear parking lot to 
take a report of a hit and run accident. 
Upon arrival, the victim, Jonathan 
Bennett, and a witness to the accident, 
Tim Michitson, approached the offi- 
cer. Bennett said that when he was 
walking through the lot earlier with his 
friend, a car struck him. When asked if 


she was injuredin any way Bennett © 


stated that he didn't think so. He stated 

that his arm made contact with the 

passenger side mirror on the car. 
When asked exactly where the 


’ incident happened, Bennett said that 


he was walking through the lot right 
near the police call box, according to 


the police report. He said that he was 
going across the travel lane when the 
car just sped up and hit him. He then 
yelled out to the car, which was said to 
have stopped ahead, “Hey, you just hit 
me!” The passenger side window then 
came down and someone yelled out, 
“No, I didn't, you hit my car,” accord- 
ing to the report. 

Bennett was asked to describe the 
driver but stated he only saw the back 
of his head. He said that both the dri- 
ver and passenger were white males. 

Michitson, the witness to the inci- 
dent, told Officer Sforza that he was 
walking behind Bennett through the 
lot when he saw the black Nissan drive 
up and brush against him along the 
passenger side. He said that he saw the 
side muror flip in upon contact with 
Bennett. The car then stopped and 
rolled down the passenger side win- 
dow and fixed the side mirror. He said 
they never got out of the car but yelled 
something back at Bennett and drove 
off. 

Officer Sforza ran the plate. num- 
ber given to him through the cruiser's 
MDT and learned that the plate num- 
ber did not match the motor vehicle 
registration listed by the NH DMV. 
Before clearing the scene, he asked 
both males if they were sure of the 
plate numbers and was told they were 
positive. 

Bennett was unable to be reached 
for comment on the incident. 

This case remains open until fur- 


ther information on the suspect vehicle 
can be obtained. 

If anyone has any information on 
the incident, they are urged to contact 
either Eagle Security at 978-556-3689 
or the Haverhill Police Department at 
978-373-1212. 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and faculty about the 
incidents requiring the assistance of 
Eagle Security at NECC campuses in 
Haverhill and Lawrence. This log cov- 
ers all incidents from the dates of 
March 6, 2006 to March 17, 2006. 


Haverhill campus, Mar. 6, 2006 
to Mar. 17, 2006. 


Mar. 6, 2006 - A student reports a 
wallet stolen from the photo lab. An 
incident report was taken and the 
police were contacted. A report was 
also taken from the student whose 
wallet was also stolen from the photo 


lab on Feb. 21, 2006. Both cases are 


currently under investigation. 

Mar. 10, 2006 - Someone pulled 
the fire alarm in the C Building on the 
third floor outside of room 300 at 9:15 
a.m. The building was evacuated, but 
it proved to be a false alarm. 

Mar. 14, 2006 - A car was hit in 
the maintenance parking lot. Someone 
that was using the track on campus 
had parked there and the car was hit. 
Only minimal damage was done to the 
car. 

Mar. 15, 2006 - Mar. 17, 2006 - 
No incidents were reported on cam- 
pus. 


Lawrence campus, Mar. 6, 2006 
to Mar. 17, 2006. 


Mar. 6, 2006 - Marone Co. was on 
campus and requested that the fire 
alarm system be taken down so they 
could make repairs. Security made all 
the necessary calls and again when the 
repairs were complete at 12 pm. 

Mar. 7, 2006 - An instructor filed a 
complaint that someone put a tack on 
the cushion that she sat on. 

Mar. 8, 2006 - A student reports 
that their backpack was stolen. An 
incident report was taken. A copy of 
that report is being requested at this 
time. 

Mar. 9, 2006 - Mar. 17, 2006 - No 
incidents were reported on campus. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 
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New laws for 
student textbooks are 
proposed 


STORRS, Conn. (AP)}—After 
shelling out about $400 for text- 
books this semester, University of 
Connecticut freshman Ben March 
thought he was finished with that 
expensive task. 

On a recent afternoon, howey- 
er, he returned to the UConn Co- 
op's bookstore for an accounting 
textbook and walked out $101 
poorer. 

“I was trying to not buy it, but 
I ended up needing it," said March, 
of Newtown. “‘The prices are 
depressing, but you really don't 
have a choice." 

Sticker shock has been a com- 
mon experience for years at univer- 
sities throughout Connecticut and 
nationwide, where government ana- 
lysts say the price of textbooks has 
risen at twice the annual inflation 
rate since 1986. 

Some of the more hefty tomes 
can sell for upward of $200 each, 
particularly those with illustrations 
or glossy photos for specialized top- 
ics such as medicine and chemistry. 

Some state lawmakers and stu- 
dent groups are fighting back, 
launching petition drives on cam- 
puses and proposing new laws in 
the Connecticut General Assembly. 

Legislators this year are consid- 
ering a bill to require publishers to 
inform professors of all books 
available on a particular subject, 
how long they will remain on the 
market and the wholesale price they 
charge to bookstores. 


Immigration 
advocates march 
through Los Angeles 
in demonstration 


LOS ANGELES (AP)}—More 
than half a million immigration 
advocates marched though down- 
town Los Angeles in one of the 
largest demonstrations for any 
cause in recent U.S. history. 

More than 500,000 protest- 
ers—demanding that Congress 
abandon attempts to make illegal 
immigration a felony and to build 
more walls along the border—sur- 
prised police who estimated the 
crowd size using aerial pho- 
tographs and other techniques, 
police Cmdr. Louis Gray Jr. said. 

Wearing white T-shirts to sym- 
bolize peace, the demonstrators 
chanted *‘Mexico!" *‘USA!" and 
“Si se puede," an old Mexican- 
American civil rights shout that 
means *‘ Yes, we can." 

In Denver, more than 50,000 
people protested downtown 
Saturday, according to police who 
had expected only a few thousand. 
Phoenix was similarly surprised 
Friday when an estimated 20,000 
people gathered for one of the 
biggest demonstrations in city his- 
tory, and more than 10,000 
marched in Milwaukee. 


‘Safe Zone’ sticker shows 
acceptance on Campus 


Gay Straight Alliance 
helps targeted students 


feel more welcome 


By ERICKA KEARN 
Contributing Reporter 


"Safe Zone" stickers are popping 
up on doors, desks and shirtsof facul- 
ty and students here at NECC. But 
what is a safe zone sticker? 

Faculty and students can post 
this sticker on their desk, bag, office- 
door, or anywhere that can be seen in 
plain view to represent their alliance 
and acceptance of gay, lesbian, bi 
and transgender students. 

These stickers arrived at NECC 
just recently, and the GSA has sold 
over a quarter of the stickers already. 
These stickers are a great way to 
make supporters stand out, letting 
everyone know that no matter their 
orientation, among many and any 
differences, they are welcome where 
that sticker is posted, and welcome 
by the person who posted it. 

Supporters are surfacing every- 
where at NECC, stickers can be seen 
on teachers desks, office doors, brief 
cases, and students have them on 
their bags. 

The GLSEN, (Gay, Lesbian and 
Straight Education Network) took a 
survey in 2001 that showed over 68 
percent of gay students felt uncom- 
fortable or unsafe at school. 30 per- 


cent missed at least one day of 
school per month because of feeling 
unsafe, and 39 percent said there 
were no supportive faculty members 
at their school. With safety zone 
stickers,that can all change. 

"While there are many out and 
empowered LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bi 
and Transgender) students who are 
more than capable of standing up for 
their own rights, straight allies have a 
special role to play. "According to 
info at the GLSEN website, a sup- 
portive and educational network for 
faculty and students of any school 
can get all sorts of information and 
even register their own school's 
club.” 

The safety zone sticker is to pro- 
mote and provide more than just a 
safe place for LGBT students, they 
were established to provide protec- 
tion to students who feel targeted. 
This would include ethnic and reli- 
gious differences. People who are 
targeted for their color, religion, 
social class or anything that makes 
them who they are,should feel safe in 
these safe zones. Other clubs could 
work togetherin making more safe 
places around campus. Ethnic and 
religious clubs should and would 
respect anyone for who they are, or 
what they believe in, therefore they 
too can share in this program, by 
posting a sticker on their door. 

While the number of supporters 
is growing, there are also still non- 
supporters around campus. Some 
teachers who share offices refuse to 
let the sticker go on the door, so 


some teachers have posted it on a 
piece of paper on their door, or their 
desk to show that they personally 
support students no matter what they 
believe in or how they live their life. 
The more stickers that are distributed 
show more supporters. Look for a 
GSA table in the Spurk building 
foyer Mon., April 24 where students 
can purchase these stickers and t- 
shirts for Wed., April 26, the 
National Day of Silence. 


& 


NECC’s most outstanding 


Deadline for annual 
student award is 
quickly approaching 


By ELYSE ALEXOPOULOS 
Contributing Reporter 


Calling all outstanding scholars at 
Northern Essex Community College: 
If you have not yet applied for the 
Outstanding Student Award you should 
do so as soon as possible. The April 
14. deadline is soon approaching. 

This spring as the sun reflects its 
inspiring rays of sunlight and the bud- 
ding flowers of May reach full blos- 
som, so too will the NECC Alumni 
Association capture the essence in rec- 
ognizing a student who has achieved a 
great amount of success inside and out- 
side of the classroom. The NECC 
Alumni Association will award its 
newest recipient for the spring semes- 
ter. 


Since 1985, the NECC Alumni 
Association has _ offered the 
Outstanding Student Award to students 
who have achieved both outstanding 
academic success and have been active 
members in their community. Winners 
of the past include 2003's Alicia 
Haggett, 2004's John Sefel, and 2005's 
Jill Hrubes. Who will be the lucky 
winner this year? 

The NECC Alumni Association 
hopes to recognize a student who has 
exceeded an average GPA and who has 
stepped outside of the academic level 
to become active members here at 
NECC and within their community. 
“We're looking for a student who has 
demonstrated academic success and 
has also made an effort to become 
involved in extracurricular activities at 
the college,” said Libby Jensen, 
Director of Alumni & Donor Relations. 

If the student has demonstrated 
one or more of these accomplishments, 
or have achieved them in combination 
with one another, they have a great 
chance at earning a _ valuable 
Outstanding Student Award- an 
encrusted plaque of outstanding recog- 


nition to always be remembered. 

“Even though only one student is 
selected, it's an honor to be nominated. 
That in itself is recognition from facul- 
ty and staff,” said Libby Jensen. Being 
nominated is most certainly an 
achievement and winning is not always 
what is most important. Truly it is the 
faculty and staff recognition that gives 
a sense of satisfaction in knowing that 
you have accomplished great tasks. 

It is often a very difficult decision 
for the awards committee to select the 
recipient,’ Jensen adds. This year's 
winner will receive an engraved plaque 
and will be honored at the Awards 
Convocation on May 16, 2006. This is 
a great opportunity for students to earn 
official recognition according to their 
individual and community-wide 
accomplishments. 

If you as a faculty or staff member 
have any names in mind, please do 
nominate them. Students if you feel as 
though you fit the criteria for this 
award, fill out an application as soon as 
possible and send it to Libby Jensen 
before Apr 14. 


College hosts International Fest 


By TJ MOKKOSIAN 
Contributing Reporter 


Of all the events NECC's Student 
Activities office coordinates each year, 
one seems to stick out above all the 
rest—the International Festival. This 
year’s annual event took place on 
March 24 from 12 p.m. to 1 p.m. in 
room TC-103 of the new Technology 
Center. 

As always, the main focal point of 
the day was food from different cul- 
tures. This year’s buffet spread was 8 
tables long and featured ethnic cuisine 
from countries such as Germany, 
Japan, America, Italy, Thailand and 
much more. 

"As usual, yours is the best spread 
of the year," said Cherie Hagen to co- 
coordinator Dina Brown. 

Hagen works in the Distance 
Learning Center and, like many facul- 
ty members, attends the feast every 


year. When asked how this year’s 
feast stacked up against past ones, she 
applauded the effort. 

"Although it's hard to say, this 
looks like the best thing I've ever 
seen,” she responded. 

One of the most popular stations at 
this years feast was the sushi chef Pin. 
The Japanese delicacy was prepared 
right there and those who wished to 
sample it had the opportunity to watch 
it being prepared. For some, this day 
was a rare opportunity to try some- 
thing new. 

"This is my first time eating sushi. 
I'm going to try it," said Lori 
Heymans, an attendee of the event 

Seemingly apprehensive about the 
new dish at first, Heymans found the 
experience over all to be a positive 
one. 

“T liked it,’ she said. “I think it 
was because it wasn’t raw fish.” 

Guests at this year’s festival also 
had a chance to get a feel for other cul- 


tures in other ways besides food. 
Another one of the featured tables this 
year was an origami station headed by 
Yueh Er Wang and Chiahui Lin. The 
two explained that they had been par- 
taking in the art of paper manipulation 
since a very young age and their train- 
ing came in a hands-on way. 

“We didn't learn by book, we 
learned by friends," said Yueh. 

The two now continue the oral tra- 
dition of origami by teaching those 
who wish to learn the art that has 
brought them so much joy over the 
years. 

"Now, most of the time we do 
origami, it is for kids," Said Yeuh 

This year's festival seemed as 
always to be an emphatic success, but 
as Brown explained, the festival does- 
n't always come easy. 

“We begin planning at the begin- 
ning of the semester and try to figure 
out what kind of spread we want," said 
Brown. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Prince Charles visits 
military school in 
Saudi Arabia 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia 
(AP)—Prince Charles visited a 
male-only technical and vocational 
college on Sunday, giving his sup- 
port to an aggressive initiative by 
the Saudi government to become 
less reliant on an immigrant work 
force that performs manual jobs. 

His wife Camilla attended a 
separate function because of the 
strict segregation of the sexes in 
Saudi Arabia. She visited a multi- 
national school, which has adopted 
an Australian curriculum and has 
700 students from more than 30 
countries. 

Charles' visit to the Riyadh 
College of Technology. provided 
the prince, whose interests include 
youth welfare, with a glimpse of 
how young Saudis are being 
trained for manual jobs. 

“And for our young trainees, 
the visit will be a big boost for their 
morale," said Labor Minister Ghazi 
al-Gusaibi, who has been working 
to get more Saudis in the work 
force under a process knows as 
“Saudi-ization." 


Britain stops war 
protests for 
Condoleezza Rice 


visit 


LONDON  (AP)—Britain's 
Stop the War Coalition has called 
for anti-war demonstrations during 
U.S; =2, Secretary. of - State 
Condoleezza Rice's visit to north- 
western England this week, an 
activist said Sunday. 

For security reasons, the 
British government has only said 
the Rice visit will take place later 
this week. But the Stop the War 
Coalition said it will occur Friday 
and Saturday, and it has urged 
Britons to use the visit to protest 
the U.S.-led war in Iraq. 

“We don't see why someone 
who we feel should be arrested on 
site as a war criminal should be 
wined and dined and entertained at 
the expense of the British taxpay- 
er," Mark Henzel, the secretary of 
the local Merseyside chapter of the 
Stop the War Coalition, said in a 
telephone interview with The 
Associated Press. 

The coalition has called for a 
protest Friday in Liverpool and 
Saturday in Blackburn. 

Henzel said that since Rice is a 
Beatles fan and is expected to visit 
the Liverpool Institute of the 
Performing Arts, which is located 
in former Beatle Paul McCartney's 
old school, the coalition will dis- 
tribute T-shirts to the protesters 
with slogans such as “Fab Four, 
Not War." 


ve ed 


Page 9 NECC Observer 


Mar. 29, 2006 


Phone booth to be removed 


Fighting the ADA to 
keep our historic 


phone booth in place 


By JAY HoBson 
Contributing Reporter 


Almost forgotten yet ready to 
serve, the gleaming glass and metal 
telephone booth stands at attention 
outside the Bentley Library and the 
Berakis Student Center, taking the 
brunt of nature's elements. 

An early mainstay of public life, 
the telephone booth gave the user pri- 
vacy and relative safety. Being made 
of clear glass, it gave the user a full 
range of vision of his or her sur- 
roundings and protection from the 
elements. Telephone booths were 
lighted and had a fan at the top to 
cool the booth in the hot summer 
months. 

Northern Essex has had the tele- 
phone booth outside the library 


almost from the campus' inception. 

“T've been here for 34 years and 
I've always remembered it being 
there. It's been there forever,” said 
Cliff Clark, Superintendent of 
Buildings and Grounds. 

Thirty four years is a long time 
ago, 1972 to be exact. A lot of histo- 
ry has ticked by on the clock-- 
Vietnam, Watergate, the fall of com- 
munism and the Berlin wall, the first 
Gulf War, the attacks on the World 
Trade Center, the war in Iraq and 
seven presidents have come and gone 
while the NECC telephone booth has 
stood at its post ready to serve. 

Technology has advanced con- 
siderably. In 1972 there were no per- 
sonal computers, laptops, computer 
games, flat screen TVs VCRs, 
DVDs, compact disc's or cell phones. 

It is the last that has put the final 
nail in the coffin of the lowly tele- 
phone booth. 

Its demise began, according to 
Verizon web site, with the passage of 
the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). 


Future govt. 


By Krista WITKUM 
Contributing Reporter 


Club members elect- 
ed city delegates 


While most young adults' pastimes 
includes shopping with friends, tailgat- 
ing at sporting events, late nights at the 
movie theatre, or just relaxing in front 
of the television, there are a few 
exempt students at NECC who have 
added governmental duties to their 
own list of hobbies. 

Newly appointed president of the 
Contemporary Affairs Ciub, Reid A. 
Hoover Jr., 18, of Newburyport is a 
delegate for the Massachusetts 
Republican Convention. Fellow 
Contemporary Affairs Club member, 
Elaine Almquist, 21 of Haverhill, was 
elected a delegate for ward 3 precinct 2 
in Haverhill for the Massachusetts 
Democratic Convention. 

“A delegate is a person who is a 
registered member of a political party 
who has been elected by the other party 
members in their ward, a small voting 
district, at a caucus,” said Elaine 
Almquist. 

She heard of the position when she 
was asked to join by the head of 
Haverhill Democrats. She was elected 
into her current position in January. 

“A delegate is someone who is 
nominated for a reward within a com- 
munity to attend a party convention 
and to make votes on who will be the 
GOP candidate of the governor race, 
the senator race or congressman race,” 
said Hoover. 

Hoover is in his second semester at 
NECC and graduated from the 
preparatory boarding school, 
Winchendon School, Winchendon, 
MA. . 
“T was Catholic for about 17 years 

and I wanted to become a priest at one 
point and then I wanted to go into pol- 
itics,” said Hoover. “My family is all 
Democrats; they expected me to do 
something (in politics).” 

Although Almquist has not always 
-pictured a career in government, her 
family's work in politics influenced 
her. 

“Many people in my family pur- 
sued public service - police officers, 
fire fighters, nurses, working with 
mentally (challenged) adults. All of 
those things are tied to taxes and poli- 
tics and I grew up knowing the con- 
nection,” said Almquist. 


Almquist, a Libel Arts major, is 
one of, if not the youngest delegate 
from Haverhill. Almquist was, until 
recently, president ote p tne 
Contemporary Affairs Club, but had to 
step down because her internship 
schedule did not fit with the club's 
meeting schedule. Her internship is 
with Haverhill Mayor James Fiorentini 
assisting with their public relations. 

As a delegate, one works year 
round researching their cause and get- 
ting feedback from the group on their 
standings on current issues. They then 
decide what official would give them 
the best representation according to 
their stance on certain issues. The dele- 
gate for the group then votes for the 
groups behalf at the conventions. 

The first time delegates are chosen 
for their first year term and the follow- 
ing term they must be nominated and 
voted in. That is why Hoover's and 
Amlquist's freshman year is important; 
it is a way to establish that their com- 
mitment of benefiting the society. 

While presidents, senators, gover- 
nors, mayors and other higher up offi- 
cials receive more recognition and high 
financial bonuses, delegates work just 
as hard—for a lot less. Their payback is 
bettring the public and its citizens. 

Despite the lower status on the 
government totem pole, Hoover and 
Almquist are part of the important link 
to the nation's leader. The connection is 
made during the annual voting season 
when their months of labor are put into 
action. 

“Just one day for the whole entire 
convention,” said Hoover. 

“All of the delegates meet at that 
time and place to make decisions for 
the next election, such as, who will be 
on our ballot and what kinds of ideas 
the party should work towards in the 
next year,” said Almquist regarding the 
Massachusetts Democratic Convention 
on June 3 in Worcester. 

Hoover and Almquist are looking 
forward to the conventions where they 
can be the representation for their cau- 
cus, converse with top leading politi- 
cians and explore the other ideas from 
other advocates. 

“There will be some discussion. 
There is a period of time where certain 
people who want to run to be governor 
get to stand up and speak and they get 
a certain amount of time. We listen to 
them, vote on them, that's about it, real- 
ly for a day,” said Hoover. 

Although candidates are encour- 
aged to talk, usually the new governor 
is already known, according to Hoover, 
but voting is still encouraged. 

Hoover understands his power to 


According to the ADA, struc- 
tures meant for public use like build- 
ings or telephone booths must 
accommodate those citizens with dis- 
abilities. Since wheelchairs wouldn't 
fit in the booth, the open three sided 
wall unit replaced the enclosed 
booth. 

That spelled the beginning of the 
end for the nation's enclosed glass 
telephone booths. . 

NECC has been home to our tele- 
phone booth because NECC has 
more accessible pay phones around 
campus. 

The time is fast approaching 
however, for the demise of our booth. 

“T don't know how long it's been 
there, but I know that Verizon has 


‘sent a letter stating their intention to 


remove the booth due to lack of use,” 
Mark Cloutier NECC's 
Telecommunication Manager said. 

The proliferation of cell phones 
and their user's disregard for privacy 
has now made the telephone booth- 
our telephone booth-obsolete. It isn't 
used so it's being scrapped. 


“The college has tried, 
and so far has succeeded, 
over the years to keep it on 
campus, but Verizon owns 
and operates it. With the 
number of phones avail- 
able throughout campus 
and this one not being 
used Verizon has made the 
decision to remove it,” 
Mark Andrews, Vice 
President of § 
Administration said. 

A cultural artifactof = 
historical merit is going to 
the landfill, taken from a 
place of higher learning 
where the past is taught 
and appreciated to the 
dumpster. What a shame. 

Besides, where will 
Superman be able to 
change? 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 


The Verizon phone booth found 
by the library at Haverhill campus. 


eaders on campus 


vote and change the government for- 
mat of his area; however he will not 
vote just because he is allotted that 
right. He votes on matters that he is 
passionate to. 

“So far from what I hear I probably 
will not be voting on any candidate 
because no one is Pro-Life,” said 
Hoover. 

“J am a delegate for (governor can- 
didate) Deval Patrick. I hope to vote 
onto my party's ballot the person that 
is, in my opinion, best suited to do the 
job well. But I will also be there to rep- 
resent young people and young women 
in politics and the values that I hold,” 
said Almquist. 

Although Hoover is appreciative to 
be part of the event, he enjoyed the 
more historical debate conventions. 

“The convention, they are really 
showy, they don't do the old fashioned 
form of debates and discussion that 
they used to,” said Hoover. 

Yet, there is one part of the con- 
vention that will never pass away. 

“Hopefully there won't be any pro- 
testers this year,” Hoover said. 

Hoover's governmental 
includes a modest agenda. 

“Basically to try to reinstitute the 
constitution of the United States actual- 
ly being the law of the land versus per- 
sonal opinion and ideology...what 
feels right...political correctness. Try 
to basically fix the country. And basi- 
cally to do a service to society,” said 
Hoover. 

Almquist is not looking for an 
impressive title, just to make an 
impression on society. 

“My friends joke that I will be the 
first woman president. I say to them, 
‘One: no, Hillary (Rodham Clinton) 
will do it first, and two: I think I'd 
rather stick to being a Senator.’ I don't 
need to be top dog to make a differ- 
ence,” said Almquist. 

Almquist and Hoover are also not 
afraid to recognize the nation's down- 
falls. 

“Where should I start? That could 
take me three to four days,’ Hoover 
said with a laugh, “The welfare system, 
big government, killing over 41 million 
people in over 30 years.” 

“I could write a book on this one. 
Perhaps I will someday,” added 
Almquist. “(The government) can 
become unhealthy, archaic, and stale if 
not everyone is part of the decision- 
making process. I try to do my civic 
duty by participating.” 

Despite the country's negatives, 
she still sees hope and will work on the 
local level to address current issues. 

“Last year, students from different 


plan 


public colleges in Massachusetts went 
to the State House to lobby for better 
funding of our public higher education. 
Our funding was not cut, but it was not 
increased enough to make up for the 
(recent) inflation. Our budget didn't 
even include the difference in heating 
oil,” said Almquist. “Also, our faculty 
union had to enforce 'Work to Rule! in 
order to maintain public awareness that 
the governor of Massachusetts had 
reneged a legal contract with the union. 
(The governor) refused, not only, to 
increase their pay to reflect inflation, 
but also refused to give them back pay 
increases which were owed to them 
from years prior,’ she added, saying 
that more students speaking on this 
issue will get it resolved. 

Hoover wants to achieve more 
than improving the local parks and 
amending the budget issues in his 
Newburyport community 

“T would say probably (work on) 


_ the cultural apathy towards anything. 


Everything is okay as long as it doesn't 
hurt. There's no such thing as absolute 
evil or absolute good, everything is rel- 
ative,” explained Hoover. 

“My experiences have been with 
environmental issues and social justice 
until the past year. If I were to concen- 
trate on something, those would be the 
important things I would advocate,” 
added Almquist. 

Hoover's aims to break the fixed 
administration bias while in his dele- 
gate residency. 

“Lower favoritism in local politics, 
better budget spending and try to rein- 
state, I guess, a more Propitiation in 
local government and sort,” said 
Hoover 

While many would be intimidated 
to be around older, more seasoned 
politicians, Amlquist sees that as an 
advantage. 

“] bring a young perspective to the 
party,” she said. 

While serving his term, Hoover's 
goals are to gain public speaking skills, 
understand the grassroots system of 
Massachusetts, and communicate with 
fellow delegates and to further his edu- 


- cation -not to just expand his address 


book. 

“In politics (I) try not to work on 
connections, you want hard work as a 
foundation,” said Hoover. 

Hoover and Almquist will bring 
knowledge to their respective titles. 
With their active role in the 
Contemporary Affairs Club, under- 
standing of the government system and 
much respect for influential govern- 
ment figures, the pair is unlike their fel- 
low delegates. 


“T would look up to either John 
Adams or Patrick Henry,” said Hoover. 
“Patrick Henry is a believer of true lib- 
erty and the definition of it, and John 
Henry is the only Orthodox Christian 
second to John Adams out of the 
founding fathers.” 

“Howard Dean (is a politician I 
admire). He may not have been the 
most camera ready candidate for presi- 
dent, but he stands by his convictions, 
changes his opinion when reason war- 
rants it, and is passionate about the 
people his decisions affect,” said 
Almquist, who also noted recently 
deceased New York Sen. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan for his contribution 
to the country. 

Hoover will bring his fresh ideas 
and knowledge to the Massachusetts 
Republican Convention. 

“If anything else just honesty, the 
best that I can. Nothing too special,” 
stated Hoover. 

Hoover acknowledged his involve- 
ment with the Contemporary Affairs 
Club and the recent to the National 
Conservative Convention in 
Washington D.C., has prepared him 
with his political future. 

After NECC, Hoover hopes to 
attend Gutenberg College in Eugene, 
Oregon, a liberal arts school with a 
Protestant Christian focus, or the liber- 
al arts Christian college, Grove City 
College, in Grove City, Pennsylvania. 

Although Almquist does not \see 
this as aiding her in her political career, 
she is seeing how the associations in 
the government work. 

“T am pursuing a career in politics 
because I believe that government can 
be a vehicle for problem-solving and a 
support system for a healthy, modern 
and changing society,” said Almquist. 

Almquist and Hoover would also 
highlight the importance of everyone's 
role -especially young adults' - in the 
government system. 

“We need students’ participation so 
that our public higher education system 
gets better and more appropriate fund- 
ing in years to come, instead of getting 
stuck with higher bills and less money 
to cover them with,” said Almquist 
referring to last year's protest at the 
State House when Massachusetts pub- 
lic colleges rallied for more efficient 
funding. 

“Ronald Regan once said it: 
"Freedom is a generation away from 
extinction,” and that we have to contin- 
ually fight each day to keep liberty. So 
if American kids get lazy, hello to the 
Utilitarian state,” said Hoover. 
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NECC ready to battle leukemia 
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Leukemia Survivor 
and Senate Team up 
to Save Lives 


By JACLYN FITZGERALD 
Features Editor 


While 
some of life's 
events are 
barely remem- 
bered, others 
can alter the 
course of your 
life completely 
and change the 
way you view 
the world. 

D Mea oye 3 Sis: 
Paciulan, student activities and orien- 
tation department faculty member 
and a NECC graduate, has faced such 
a life-changing experience. 

Nearly a decade after her battle 
against acute myelogenous leukemia 
(AML) initiated, she is in remission 
and making every effort to help oth- 
ers. 

Things began for Paciulan, 37, 
with a series of ongoing symptoms. 
She contracted various sicknesses 
and frequent sinus infections. She 
was often very tired and felt neck and 
back pain so severe she was seeing a 
chiropractor. 

"For a while before I realized I 
was sick I didn't feel like I was work- 
ing to my full capacity," Paciulan 
said. 

Several more warning signs 
emerged when she flew her to her 
home state of Idaho to visit family 
for Christmas. She recalled that her 
mother's home felt unusually warm 
all the time and she began to develop 
strange "dry skin bumps" on her neck 
and chest. A sore throat soon fol- 
lowed suit. 

The rash worsened the night 
before she was scheduled to fly home 
but an ever determined Paciulan 
boarded the plane the following day 
as scheduled. She recalled feeling 
weak and even passed out on the 
flight. 

Back at her Newburyport home, 
Paciulan decided she could wait for 
medical treatment until her doctor 
returned from holiday. However, the 
emergence of swollen glands 


promised that her condition was only 
worsening. 


Her primary care doctor referred 
her to an infectious disease specialist. 
The specialist began a series of blood 
testing to determine what was caus- 
ing her to feel so ill. She recalled 
being so exhausted after her blood 
was drawn that she could not even 
stand. 

A trip to an oncologist for a bone 
marrow biopsy finally provided 
Paciulan with all the answers she 
needed. 

On Jan. 18, 1997 she was diag- 
nosed with acute myelogenous 
leukemia (AML). The condition 
caused her body to. produce white 
blood cells that do not mature, pre- 
venting her from developing any new 
red or white blood cells and platelets. 

"At first I didn't understand why 
everyone was so worried,” said 
Paciulan. "It didn't kick in that 
leukemia was cancer, I was just 
ecstatic that what I had had a name.” 

She was informed that her bone 
marrow was 98 percent cancerous. 
The initial symptoms of neck pain 
she had developed were the cancer 
moving through her joints and skin. 

She was sent to Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute in Boston where she 
stayed for six weeks and began an 
induction round of chemotherapy, 
which she said "kills your immune 
system so fresh cells grow.” 

Following the treatment, a sec- 
ond bone marrow biopsy was admin- 
istered. Paciulan was informed that 
while she was not in remission, she 
would be allowed to go home for 
three days to rest. 


During her hiatus, Paciulan 


returned home one day with her hus- 


band, Steve, to find that her doctor 
had left a series of phone messages 
for her. She was told that her imma- 
ture regenerated cells had been con- 
fused for cancerous cells and she was 
indeed in remission. However, her 
chance of full recovery without a 
bone marrow transplant was slim. 
Fortunately, her sister was an ideal 
match for the transplant. 

"I was very lucky," said Paciulan. 
"J decided to do it because I was 
healthy and my sister was healthy." 

She underwent her transplant on 
March 28, 1997 of that year, her sis- 
ter's birthday. Since then, she has rec- 
ognized the date as second birthday 
of her own. 

"When I have a birthday I don't 
mind, because that's how many years 
I've made it," Paciulan said. 
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Most patients who ° 
have undergone the 
transplant will spend 
the following — six 
weeks recovering in 
the hospital; Paciulan , 
stayed only 13 days. 

Although her 
recovery period was 
quick, her journey with 
AML did not end with © 
the transplant. The life- 
saving procedure, j 
along with rounds of 
chemotherapy and total 
body radiation, killed 
her immune ‘system, 
making exposure 
germs extremely dan- 
gerous. 

Upon _ returning 
home, her activities ~~ 
were restricted for 100 | 
days. Bacteria found 
naturally in fresh fruits 
and vegetables, along 
with fish, deli meats 
and black pepper 
could kill her. She 
was unable to clean her own home or 
come in contact with her cats. 

Visits with a large number of 
people were out of the question. 
Being with children was especially 
dangerous, as they were exposed to 
and carried a multitude of germs. 
Paciulan recalled how she was forced 
to speak and interact with her 
nephews through her front window. 

"The doctors can tell you all 
about the disease, but most of them 
have never been there,” said 
Paciulan. "You get really frustrated 
with your limitations.” 

After the restriction period 
passed, she was finally able to regain 
some aspects of her life that AML 
had robbed. She and her husband 
went out for dinner where she 
indulged in the things she had missed 
like clams and salad, or what she 
referred to as “the best food I'd ever 
eaten.” 

But not every facet of Paciulan's 
life was returned. She was required 
to have her blood tested at a lab three 
times a week and had lost all of her 
hair. In public, she had to wear a sur- 
gical mask to avoid bacteria. 

Although she was determined to 


socialize publicly, the reaction that’ 


others had to her appearance was far 
from pleasant. 

“T would look around a room and 
find the person who 
looked most bothered, and 
sit right next to them,” 
Paciulan recalled. 

She found that people 
were often more sympa- 
thetic once she 
approached them and told 
them her story. 

“T know how insecure 
you can feel with that kind 
of appearance change,” 
said Paciulan. 

During her recovery, 
Paciulan began working 
with Bone Marrow 
Support Online Inc., a 
non-profit organization 
that connected her with 
other bone marrow trans- 
plant recipients via the 
internet. 

"It's nice to talk to 
© someone who has been 
there and survived,” said 


Jessica Twohig (left) and Elin Frank-Anderson (right) meet with Paciulan. “But I lost a lot 
CRIR Donor Services Coordinator Greg Travaglio (center). 


of friends. It's hard to 


understand, 'I made it, why didn't 
they?'’” 

The loss of such friends caused 
her to leave tke organization and 
become involved in other activities. 

In 2000 Paciulan made the deci- 
sion to enroll at NECC as a liberal 
arts transfer major. 

However, school introduced new 
obstacles. The treatment she received 
for AML had damaged brain cells, 
causing a loss of short-term memory. 
She also experienced difficulty 
remembering numbers and using 
proper nouns. ; 

“T would be speaking to some- 
one, and in mid-conversation I would 
say ‘hi, my name is Jodi,'” said 
Paciulan. 

Although this was a common 
side effect among patients treated for 
leukemia, it was frustrating nonethe- 
less for Paciulan. 

“The reason I'm here at school is 
because of the transplant,” said 
Paciulan. “Coming back to school 


really helped with remembering . 


things.” 

In recent years, she has become 
even further motivated. She accepted 
a position in the college's student 
activities and orientation department 
and has lent her support to Lucy's 
Love Bus, “a group of people who 
have come together to assist in the 
search for bone marrow donors,” 
according to www.lucyslovebus.org. 

She first heard about the organi- 
zation at a bone marrow drive for a 
California woman named Emily 
Quinlan who was also battling AML. 
Intrigued by their work, she contact- 
ed the organization to find out how 
she could help. 

“T survived for a reason; there 
was something I was supposed to do 
with my life,” said 
Paciulan. “I lived to 
help other people.” 

And she is doing 
just that. 

In February, she 
attended a meeting of 
the NECC Student 
Senate, telling her 
story and proposing a 
bone marrow drive. 

“JT made the sug- 


gestion and _ they 
jumped right on it and 
they're doing an 


excellent job,” said 
Paciulan. 
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Leukemia survivor and bone marrow transplant recipient, Jodi 
Paciulan of NECC’s student activities and orientation department. 


Elin Frank-Anderson, vice-presi- 
dent of the student senate, signed on 
as committee chair for the project, a 
role that has her arranging the details 
along with help from Paciulan. 

On Mar. 15, Frank-Anderson 
and Jessica Twohig, student senator, 
met with Greg Travaglio, donor ser- 
vices coordinator of the Caitlin 
Raymond International Registry 
(CRIR), Worcester, who will orga- 
nize the donor testing and collect 
the samples. CRIR helped to orga- 
nize a drive for Lucy's Love Bus as 
well. 

Blood work is no _ longer 
involved in testing for a bone mar- 
row donor match. CRIR staff mem- 
bers sweep the inside of the cheek 
with sterile, cotton swabs. Two 
swabs are used for the left cheek 
and two are used for the right. The 
process takes only moments, and 
afterwards the swab kit is mailed to 
a lab for testing. According to 
Travaglio, all Massachusetts state 
employees and students in good 
health are qualified to participate in 
the testing free of charge. 

“Sometimes it's the only hope,” 
said Travaglio. “You can do radia- 
tion, but the fix is the transplant.” 

Soon, Paciulan's dream of help- 
ing other leukemia patients will 
become a reality; a bone marrow 
drive will be held at NECC on April 
25, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Student Senate members will be 
in the foyer of the Spurk Building, 
directing participants to a nearby 
lecture hall where they will fill out 
the necessary medical information 
and be swabbed, taking the next 
step to helping save lives. 


Jaclyn Fitzgerald photo 


The kit used for bone marrow tests. 
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From left: Art by Painting 2 students Solitaire Miller, Stacy Johnston, and Antonio Rizk exemplify the diversity of talent at NECC. 


‘Are you holding the brush at the end?’ 


By MELIssA CARON 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


“What are your plans for after 
you graduate?” I ask Stacy 
Johnston, a visual arts major in her 
last semester here at NECC. 

Johnston suggests she may help 
her aunt, a muralist, with her work. 
“I'm just seeing where my art takes 
me,” she says. , 

Diane Edstrom interrupts. “Let 
me tell you something,” she says. 
“Your art will take you nowhere. 
Start applying to art schools.” 

Edstrom, too, 
is in her last semes- 
ter at NECC, but in 
her case, she is 
about to retire as 
the director of the 


visual arts pro- 
gram. 


She has 
earned the right to 
tell her students 
what does and does 


_ not work in the art world. 


Today I am sitting in on 


- Edstrom's Painting 2 class. Edstrom 


is dressed in an oversized spring 
green sweater and leopard-print 


pants tucked into brown boots. Her 


auburn hair sets off her intense blue- 


green eyes. 
It is a typical day wherein stu- 


dents are~critiquing each other's — 


work. The painting they are dis- 
cussing now is one by a painter of 
Byzantine icons who came here 
from Lebanon in August of 2004. 
His name is Fr. Antoine Rizk, but 
Edstrom calls him simply “Father 
Tony.” 

The painting is a self-portrait, 
and depicts Rizk standing with his 


back to a mirror. Reflected in the . 


mirror is a desolate; barren waste- 
land scattered with dead trees and 
vultures. In the foreground, a vul-_ 
ture is perched, and Rizk has depict- 
ed himself with his hand covering 


the bird's eyes. 

“Tt used the background to pic- 
ture experience of the past,’ he 
explains in accented English. “This 
is a very hard place, a very lonely 
place, like a hell. The vulture is a 
sign that waits for people to die. It's 
like experience of death; it's waiting 
for me to die. Now, it's like I am 
controlling the situation.” 

“You have subdued the vulture,” 
Edstrom says. 

This painting is a revision, Rizk 
tells me. Before, it was only him 
standing with arms at his side before 
an empty mirror. Edstrom suggest- 


Ree CS 


Yow’re just painting that like it’s the 
bathroom wall. You have to look. 


- Diane Edstrom 


ed that he make it more interesting. 

“Tf we work a little harder, if we 
think about it a little more, we end 
up with something better,’ Edstrom 
says. “Are you satisfied with it?” 
she asks Rizk. When he nods, she 
says, “I'm satisfied with it as well, in 
my own selfish way.” 

J ask Veronica Gould, a visual 
arts major in her fourth semester 
who favors painting environmental 
themes in dark colors, what she 
thinks of Edstrom's class. 

“Tt's a good class,” she says. “I 
like the critiques.” 

In addition to Johnston, there are 
two other visual arts majors in this 
class who are in their last semester: 
Solitaire Miller and Andrea Panaro. 
The three artists will have a show at 
the Haverhill Public Library open- 


_ing on April 29. 


Johnston's painting style con- 
sists of bright, saturated hues 


Endowment for the Arts. 


slathered thick across the canvas. 
The two she shows me are part of a 
series about mental illness. They 
are inspired by her father, who has 
schizophrenia. 

Miller's series of paintings uti- 
lize an interesting technique where- 
in she cuts shapes out of the canvas- 
es. The paintings themselves are 
abstractions of large, bright flowers 
and leaves. 

The next day I drop in on 
Edstrom's Painting 1 class. These 
students are finishing still life paint- 
ings of draped fabric, boxes, spheres 
and pieces of fruit. They are in their 
second session of 
their once-weekly 
class working on 
this painting, and 
Edstrom comments 
that the still life 
looked a lot better 
before the bananas 
turned brown. 

I ask Edstrom 
about her own 
artistic background, and learn that 
she has been painting since she was 
4 years old and has a master’s 
degree in visual arts. She has 
received many awards for her work, 
including one from the National 
She has 
spent time as a visiting artist at the 
American Academy in Rome, and 
was invited by the Folbright 
Commission to lecture in Columbia, 
South America. ; 


Edstrom interrupts herself to tell ; 


one student, Micah Camp, that his. 
painting looks good. “Odd, but 
good,” she says. 
“See, I can say nice things to you,” 


Then she adds,» . 


pe 


Art director maintains presence, passion in last semester teaching 
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Rebekah Caron and Micah Camp work on a still life in 


their Painting 1 class. 


that reminders like “Are you look- 
ing?” and “Are you holding the 


brush at the end?” are so common to 


hear from Edstrom that others in the 
class haye expressed a desire to 
make T-shirts bearing the phrases. 

“Diane says that she wants to 
install cameras at each of the easels 


and the class laughs collectively. ~~that-~-will. send students electric 


Then she looks over at Rhiannon 
Lombard. “You're just painting that 
like it's the bathroom wall. You 
have to look. Sometimes just one 
brush stroke can make it work.” 

Student Rebekah Caron says 


shocks if they don't spend enough 


_ time looking at the still life or if 
they're holding the brush wrong. 


She says, ‘It can't be too expensive, 
right?” says Caron. 
Then Caron adds, “I'm not used 


to having my art teachers be so par- 
ticular about those little things, but 
it's the little things that make a big 
difference in the final product. It 
really helps.” 

Edstrom is vague about her 
plans for after retirement, but she 
mentions wanting to travel and 
spend more time on her art. 

She says that she is having trou- 
ble finding students willing to help 
her move paintings to her studio in 
Jamaica Plain. “As a teacher, every- 
one wants to take, take, take. No 
one wants to give,” she says. 
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The NECC Top Notch Players invite all NECC students to 


uditions 


or 


the Student-Directed One-Act Plays = 
Monday, April 3, at 6:00 | 


This is the perfect 
roe ae in the Top Notch Theater opportunity to 
try acting as each 
10-13 women play is only 10 
No experience necessary. minutes long. 


For further information see Susan Sanders in 03176, 
call 973-556-3374. or e-mail at ssanderse@nece.mass.edu 
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Whose line IS it, anyway? 


Teachers, students 
join comedic forces at 
‘Open Improv Night’ 


By DANIELLE A. JACKSON 
Contributing Reporter 


The theater is filled with about 
25 people, all incredibly different in 
appearance and dress and enrolled 
in majors from graphic design to 
theater. Everyone's eyes are on 
Susan Sanders, co-chair of the the- 
ater department at NECC, as she 
says to the crowd, “There are two 
tules. The first is: Don't think and 
don't plan. Wait until you are 
onstage to decide what you are 
going to do. The second is: Don't 
block. If someone says you are a 
tyrannosaurus, you are a tyran- 
nosaurus.” 

The crowd 
laughs in an excit- 
ed and nervous 
kind of response 
that is distinctive 
to a group of peo- 
ple about to get on 
stage to take part 
in the rawest and 
most vulnerable 
type of acting: 
Improvisation. 

Open Improv 
Night at the Top Notch Theater 
starts with a game _ called 
“Machines,” in which one person 
moves mechanically while making a 
machinelike sound. One at a time, 
additional participants join the stage 
and attach themselves to this 
machine as yet another unique com- 
ponent with a different motion and 
sound. This is just one of many 
improvisational games that will be 
played tonight, following a format 
similar to that of the popular televi- 
sion show, “Whose Line Is It 
Anyway?” 

The game begins with Joey 


If someone says 


you are a tyram- g¢ a m e« 
nosaurus, you are 


a tyrannosaurus. 


- Susan Sanders 


O'Donnell, a theater major, who 
seems comfortable and experienced 
on stage as he sits down and begins 
to lift and lower his left arm while 
turning his head and making the 
noise, “Ping. Ping. Ping.” Soon he is 
joined by Deborah Potter, a regular 
at Open Improv Night and a music 
teacher at the Iber Holmes Gove 
Middle School in Raymond, N.H. 
She squats down behind O'Donnell 
and starts to move her arms and 
hands up and down while making 
the sound, “Cht. Cht. Cht.” Finally 
Bruce Potter, a staff member at 
NECC, joins his wife on stage and 
completes this machine by kneeling 
next to O'Donnell and moving his 
arms simultaneously back and forth 
while going, “Bzzp. Bzzp. Bzzp.” 
Although many are hesitant to 
get up on stage at first, every addi- 
tional person who gets up is silently 
and unknowingly 
helping someone 
else find the 
courage to do the 
same. 
During the 
“Inconsequential 
Arguments,” in 
which two people 
passionately argue 
one side of a topic 
_ until they are given 
the cue to switch 
sides, it becomes clear that it isn't 
what is said that makes these games 
so funny; it's how it's said. This 
physical comedy is never more visi- 
ble then when Jake Gardner and 
Mike Zuccola, both theater majors, 
join the stage and mock argue about 
whether or not to remain a virgin. 
“T've been around more than a dollar 
bill, and I love it,” Zuccola says, 
defending the side of not remaining 
a virgin to boisterous applause and 
laughter. The expressive faces and 
eyes of these thespians, along with 
their purposefully positioned and 
exaggerated body movements, cre- 
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“Dark and engrossing, Uhis is 
more than @ hardboded story 
it's an entire world of its own.” 
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Husband and wife Bruce and Deborah Potter engage in a mock argument. 


ate intensely comical situations out 
of otherwise mundane topics and 
scenarios. 

This is also the case with hus- 
band and wife Deborah and Bruce 
Potter, who mock-argue about 
whether or not to move in together. 

“And we would save gas 
money,” Bruce says. 

“But what would the minister at 
the church think?” Deborah says. 

Bruce bursts out laughing in 
response to Deborah's comments 
and the audience soon follows suit. 
“Sorry,” he says, “I just can't argue 
with her. I guess that's why we've 
stayed married so long.” 

From “Monster” (which is fairly 
self-explanatory) to “Yes, and I,” 
which consists of someone pretend- 
ing to do a normal everyday activity 
when someone else comes along and 
comments on it and then person 
doing the activity has to respond, 


_“Yes and I ,»” and fill in the 


blank, the games are all fairly light 
in content but require that the con- 
testants are quick in wit and com- 
fortable around themselves and each 
other, as they are exposing their 
individual creative acting cores. 

As the night progresses and 7 
p-m. turns into 9, the evening starts 
to wrap up with a game called 
“Party Quirks,” in which one person 
volunteers to be the host of the party 
and then leaves the room. In the 
meantime, there are several party 
participants chosen who are given 
prompts from the audience like, 
“You are paranoid and think every- 
one is out to get you,” or, “You are a 
5-year-old who wants to be a balle- 
rina.” Then, once the roles are estab- 
lished, the party host rejoins the 
room and has to guess who each of 
his/her guests are, or what they are 
doing. 


There is no funnier to way to 
culminate the evening than to watch 
Zuccola as a veteran with Post- 
Traumatic Stress Disorder, a piece 
of white fabric tied around his head, 
diving onto the stage yelling, 
“Everybody down!” or watching 
Gardner, who is walking sideways 
across the stage due to his “Viagra 
problem,” answer “I wish,” to the 
party host as he guesses that 
Gardner's problem is that he is hav- 
ing an orgasm (when his condition is 
very much the opposite). 

As the evening ends and the the- 
ater crowd disperses, they. meet up 
again outside on the sidewalk of the 
building. Milling about in a group, 
they plan a field trip to China 
Blossom in North Andover to ride 
out the high of their improvisational 
escapades and to make the evening 
last as long as they possibly can. 


Some monsters 
don’t have claws 


Book review: 
Naoki Urasawas 
‘Monster’ 


By GABRIELLE KINSMAN 
Contributing Reporter 


What is evil? How do we know 
it when we see it? And, most 
importantly, how do we stop it? 

These are the questions pre- 
sented to Kenzo Tenma, the main 
character in Naoki Urasawa's 
“Monster.” 

“Monster” is one of the best 
stories to come out of Japan since 
the U.S. started importing Japanese 
media. The graphic novel was 
released in Japan in 1995. For a 
long time English readers could 


only obtain fan translations; now it 
has been officially translated and 
released by Viz Media here in the 
United States. 

Dr. Tenma is a brilliant brain 
surgeon, on the verge of being 
world famous. Because of this, he 
is firmly planted in the middle of 
hospital politics. Sometimes he is 
told to save one person over anoth- 
er because of their social and polit- 
ical standing. One day he risks his 
career to save the life of a young 
boy—Johan—despite the hospital 
director's orders. Because of his 
actions he has been doomed to 
obscurity; that is, until the director 
and his cohorts are murdered. 

It isn't until nine years later that 
Tenma discovers that the boy he 
saved was responsible for the mur- 
ders, and is in the process of com- 
mitting even more atrocities. Johan 


is only among the living now 
because Tenma saved him. Tenma 
resurrected a monster. 

We follow Tenma for 18 vol- 
umes as he tracks down Johan, and 
along the way we meet others 
affected by Johan - Nina, a young 
woman who doesn't remember her 
childhood who has some connec- 
tion with Johan; Dieter, a young 
boy who follows Tenma after the 
doctor saves him; Lunge, the BKA 
inspector who is convinced Tenma 
murdered the hospital director so 
many years ago; and many others. 

“Monster” is the first release 
we've seen in the U.S. from Naoki 
Urasawa, but if you enjoy it, be on 
the lookout for 20th Century Boys, 
also to be released by Viz Media. 
The first volume of “Monster” is 
out now, and the next will be 
released in April. 
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A College Girl Named Joe 
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“That’s okay, Ralph ... 'm sure she was 
just intimidated by your robust cleavage.” 
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Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Money holder 
5 Map holder 

10 NBA part 

14 Parks of black 
history 

15 Gangland gun 

16 Brogue or 
wingtip, e.g. 

17 Lubricates 

18 Do a double 
take 

19 “__ Don't 
Preach” 

20 Take forcibly 

22 Star’s favorite 
place 

24 Negev or Namib 

26 Engage in 
mudslinging 

27 Soil 

29 Eras 

33 Exclamations of 
surprise 

36 Ethical 

38 Sharpshooter 
Oakley 

39 Long-running 
quarrel 

41 Sri Lankan 
people 

43 Funny Laurel 

44 Let loose 

46 More pleasant 

48 Over the hill 

49 Six-line stanzas 

51 Mild expletive 

53 Vote in 

55 Paper fastener 

59 Rodent snare 

63 Mistake 


‘64 Boot out 


65 Frost-covered 

67 Stellar blast 

68 Skin problem 

69 Pippin or Rome 

70 Holiday 
forerunners 

71 Roe source 

72 Assert 

73 Apothecary 
measure 


DOWN 
1 Three? 
2 French river 
3 Wight and Skye 
4 Overtook 
5 Initials in lending 
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6 Even scores 
7 Bounds 
8 Partner in 
wrongdoing 
9 Small sofa 
10 Pain pills 
11 Uneven haircut 
12 Last year’s 
frosh 
13 Clean and tidy 
21 Cut back 
23 Zhivago’s 
beloved 
25 Easy gait 
28 Copy of an 
interview 
30 Fully aware of 
31 ‘Ivory rival = 
32 E-mail button 
33 Switch positions 
34 Roll-call 
response 
35 Takes to court 
37 Renee’s friend 
40 Loathed 
42 Gams 
45 Proofer’s mark 
47 Fixed charge 
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50 Colorful tropical 58 Obliterate 
fish 59 Extinct New 

52 Mended with Zealand birds 
yarn 60 Cry of pain 

54 MacDill AFB site 61 Annapolis sch. 

56 Utah city 62 Bombard 

57 Adores 66 One Tweedle 
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Lt. Col. Scott Rutter 


i Freedom 


On Operation Iraq 
April 10 2006 at 5 


in Lecture Hall A 


00 PM 
Young America’s Foundation 


Monday, 


Sponsored by 
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Student Senate 
Student Positions Now 
senate \ Available 


Needs 
You! campus? 


Are you interested in learning more about 
parliamentary procedure? 


Are you interested in getting involved on 


The NECC Student 
Senate is now looking 
o Reasons to get for 15 interested 
involved: students to get 
involved for the fall 
eMeet other students! seMeSte ne Tne tne 
eFree giveaways! commitment is 
minimal, and the 
Meet the college requirements include: 
administration! —>Attending weekly videoconference 
e 1 meetings 
Looks good lt pice —>Participating in other meetings, as needed 
eCommunity Service Interested Students must have at least a 2.25 
Learnin g oppo rtunities! GPAand have registered for a minimum of 6 
credits. 


__ For more information, please stop by the 
atioBS: Student Activities & Orientation Department for 


iw 
: peadline ae fe 5, 2006 more information. 
day 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Tel: 978 556 3731 Haverhill, Sport & Fitness Center, D117 
Lawrence, Dimitry Building L133 
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‘Save the Solo Cups 
for the next one 


By MELODY MARTINEZ 
TrendsEditor 


There’s a 
good chance 
that if you’re 
reading __ this, 
you’re a jaded 
college student 
from a_ small 
nearby town. 

I'm willing 
to bet you 
‘ag spend your 

_ weekends doing one of the following 
things: watching a movie at the Loop, 
dining out with a significant other, 


3 chatting (among other things) at a 


local bar, sitting at a friend’s house 
just “hanging out,” Bullmoosing, 
checking and re-checking your 
“Myspace page, or if you're delight- 
fully unoriginal—you’re prancing 


~ through Wal-mart aisles looking at 


- trinkets you don’t need, but will buy 
_ anyway. 2 ; 
Wow. That sounds like fun. 
Especially when it occurs every other 
weekend or so. 

Right. 

I think it’s about time people 
started taking a different approach to 
the weekend. Long past are the days 

~ of checking your ex-boyfriend or ex- 
girlfriend’s away message only to see 
that they really are “out” probably 
having fun without you as well as, 
those devoted to playing video games 
_ or Watching Lifetime movies by your- 
self and lamenting your sad, lonely 


Mar. 29, 2006 


existence: - 

It’s time to recapture a dying ritu- 
al. One practiced on Friday night, a 
night meant for the taking. I’m talk- 
ing about your duty, your 
tight of passage, and your 
civil service as one who 
attends an institution for 
higher education. In short, 
your right to party. 

Let’s face it, we’re on 
the precipice of summer and 
although spring break has 
come right out from under 
our feet and flown away, 
there’s no reason to overlook 
responsibility. After all, all 
work and no play makes 
Jack a dull boy. Now, I don’t 
know who Jack is, but he’s. 
probably bored stiff. 

Luckily, there are several 
party-tastic ways to remedy 
such Friday night monotony 
even if your name isn’t Jack. 

First, there’s the subtle, 
but slyly pleasurable “game 
night.” On the surface this 
doesn’t sound like much of a 
party, but once you pull out 
the Scattegories...whoa ho, 
will you be singing a differ- 
ent tune! Always new and 
never boring, Scattegories is 
the kind of game that not 
only requires actual think- 
ing, but can inspire creative 
bursts of genius when some- 
one comes up with a four let- 
ter word insult that doesn’t 
rhyme with “luck,” — but 
starts with “f.” 

The good thing is that board 
games are relatively cheap and every- 
one you know probably has a couple 


stashed under the living room couch. 
Get a group of friends together, grab 
some snacks and drinks and have an 
inexpensive, but entertaining night. 


Scrabble isn’t just for grannies anymore. 


Besides, there’s a whole world of 
variety out there; board games for all 
age groups and bodily functions. 


Followed by the resourceful revision 
of any game by adding the prefix 
“strip” to the title. For example, Strip 
Bop It. 

This next idea 
is an oldie but a 
goody. Get out your 
red shoes and 
dance; someone’s 
bound to be having 
a dance party. 
Dance parties are 
no longer a thing of 
the past. They are 
the ultimate in 
group —_ entertain- 
ment. Who cares if 
you look like an 
idiot? Everyone 
else does too. As 
long as your doing 
it like you mean it, 
no one will care. 

Whether you’re 
dancing to the latest 
jive on the radio or 
you’re themed to 
the knees in glam 
rock or new wave, 
dance parties aid in 
the secretion of 
pent up stress and 
the release of the 
small child inside 
all of us. You know, 
the one who, 
singing into a hair- 
brush, made home 
music videos to Salt 
n’ Pepa’s “Push It.” 

Of course, if 
you can’t find 
one...make one! Invite all of your 
friends and some of their friends. 
Don’t give up the chance to meet new 


KRT photo 


What has five letters and starts with a “P”? 


people and feel agile; those days will 
soon be in your past. 

If boots were made for walking, 
your feet were made for dancing. Go 
on, do “The Running Man,” pull out 


-the Dance, Dance Revolution mat. 


You know you want to. 

If dancing isn’t your style, which 
I can hardly believe it isn’t, try 
karaoke. You don’t even have to have 
the equipment anymore. If you have 
Comcast, On Demand’s got you coy- 
ered. How many times can you take 
“My Heart Will Go On” or “Tiny 
Dancer”? You never know until you 
try. 

Karaoke, when done in the priva- 
cy of your own home and with a 
decent amount of friends in tow, can 
be more thrilling and annoyingly 
humorous than a night on the town. 

Trust me, if they’re really your 
friends they’l! tell you that you sound 
awful, but they won’t do it without a 
smile. Who needs a real microphone 
when you’ve gota remote control or 
two...hmm...sounds like a duet! 

Do it. 

These are just a few examples of 
alternatives to the lack-luster, typical 
binge or “sit-down” parties most of us 
are used to by now. I’m sure there are 
plenty more I’ve left out, but that are 
just as simply scintillating. Take com- 
fort in the company of close friends 
and functional feet and minds. It’s 
better than going to WalMart...again. 


The author of this column wel- 
comes comments or feedback pertain- 
ing to her work. Those wishing to 
comment and/or send dance party 
invitations can email xmelodyx@hot- 
mail.com. 


BY? ARIES (March 21- 
/ April 20) Quick hunches 
Ares will now reveal unexpect- 
ed career doubts. Long-term business 
plans and relations with new authori- 
ty figures may be a continuing theme 
over the next six days. Revised work- 
place roles, although unconventional, 
will eventually offer meaningful 
_ results: stay focused and, if possible, 
avoid public debate. After 
- Wednesday, a roommate or relative 
may risk the disapproval of friends 
and colleagues. Romantic triangles 


may be unavoidable: remain 
detached. 
fe) TAURUS (April 21- 


May 20) Building stan- 
re dards, last minute cancel- 
lations and time sensitive documents 
will now require willful determina- 
tion. Finalize all agreements before 
Thursday, and expect loved ones to 
ask for special permissions concern- 
ing home improvements, financial 
changes or large purchases. Carefully 

_ study all paperwork: minor errors or 
omissions may trigger disputes. Later 
this week, a younger “friend may 
challenge parents or business part- 
ners. Go slow: tempers may be high. 
if June 21) Budgets, spend- 

A ing habits and family 
_expectations will now inspire public 
debate. After Tuesday, expect family 
members or close roommates to 


openly question the needs or restric- 
tions of others. Avoid bold state- 


Lments—or—sudden—treversals:—pre———— Virgo _._ may -now- cemplicate- a ~- 


dictable attitudes and trusted habits 
will bring the desired results. 


GEMINI (May 21- 


Thursday through Saturday, minor 
irritations of the bones, knees or 
joints may be bothersome. Avoid risk 
and plan according: fitness and vital- 
ity will soon improve. 


CANCER (June 22- 
July 22) Passionate 
romantic overtures and 
potential love affairs are highlighted 
over the next eight days. Some 
Cancerians may now contemplate a 
dramatic lifestyle change or a sudden 
reversal of commitments. After 
Wednesday, close friends and tela- 
tives will express deeply felt opin- 
ions: remain confident and expect 
ongoing family support. Later this 
week, a controversial financial 
promise may reappear. If so, check 
contracts thoroughly: legal docu- 
ments will require revision. 


Jz, 


Le 


LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) Lovers and friends 
may now feel unusually 
drained by workplace pol- 
itics or financial concerns. Over the 
next five days, cancelled social plans 
and revised job deadlines may 
require added patience. If possible, 
find time to explore cozy activities in 


_the “home: familiar comforts and 
' quiet discussions will help restore 


confidence. Late Friday, news from a 
distant relative or old friend may be 
briefly unnerving. Family disruption 
and relocation are accented: remain 
philosophic. 


it 


VIRGO (Aug. 23- 
Sept. 22) A new attraction 


long-term relationship: over the next 
few days, expect lovers and close 


friends to no longer silently wait for 
your attention or approval. After 
Wednesday, romantic tensions are 
again on the rise: watch for passion- 
ate disagreements, fast proposals and 
a rekindled awareness of sensuality. 
Opt for a role of diplomacy and quiet 
agreement: this is not the right time 
to confront the emotional needs, fam- 
ily goals or social observations of 
loved ones. 


é) LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 
ssc 23) Financial discussions 
Libra will now bring clarity to 

family disagreements. 
Before mid-week, someone close 
may wish to explore added expenses, 
controversial spending habits or con- 
tinuing home renovations. Compare 
notes, dates and facts: in the coming 
weeks, loved ones will easily agree 
to revised budgets, large purchases 
and new payment schedules. Friday 
through Sunday, a subtle romantic 
flirtation may escalate. If so, avoid 
bold public encounters: discretion is 
needed. 


Hl, SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 


Scorpio Nov. 22) Respond honest- 
ly to the comments or sug- 
gestions of loved ones this week. At 
present, friends or romantic partners 
may be unusually sensitive to feel- 
ings of abandonment or isolation. 
Offer support but avoid nostalgic or 
lengthy discussions: this is not the 
right time to reflect on broken 
promises or painful memories. 
Thursday through Saturday, an unex- 
pected workplace dispute may usher 
a new-era-of- creativity- and job 
advancement: ask officials for 
revised assignments. 


SAGITTARIUS 
. (Nov. ~~ 23-Dec. 21) 
Sag Haring Moody relatives or fami- 


ly friends may this week 
temporarily disrupt daily social 
plans. Business disappointment, 
workplace criticism or cancelled 
financial permissions may be an 
underlying influence. Remain patient 
and provide a cheerful response: in 
the coming weeks, a clear discussion 
of priorities will help improve trust in 
key relationships. Friday through 
Sunday, take extra time for private 
activities or quiet contemplation: 
physical vitality and optimism may 
be low. 


o CAPRICORN (Dec. 
‘corm, 22-Jan. 20) Group 
approval is now vital to 
the success of new relationships. 
Long-term friends or lovers may this 
week challenge the romantic invita- 
tions or social aspirations of others. 
Over the next three days, minor facts 
and comments will be accepted as 
truth: remain quietly detached and, if 
possible, avoid revised plans or con- 
troversial suggestions. Thursday 
through Saturday, outstanding debts 
_and loans will need to be finalized. 
Don't postpone important meetings: 
progress is necessary. 


NAY AQUARIUS (Jan. 21- 
* Feb. 19) Business records 
Aquartas and financial paperwork 
may now cause unexpected delays. 
Check legal documents for written 
errors. Some Aquarians, especially 


~-those born between-January 26th and - 


February 8th, will also encounter a 
cancelled application or the quick 


- details: Before Jan: 12, 


reversal of workplace assignments. 
Remain attentive to small details: 
your integrity will soon be proven. 
Later this week, a younger relative 
may ask for added trust or greater 
freedom. Stay open to new sugges- 
tions. 


4 


Pisces 


PISCES (Feb. 20- 
March 20) Lovers and 
long-term - friends may 
this week require added support con- 
cerning relations with older col- 
leagues, workplace disagreements 
and rare financial mistakes. Provide 
detailed advice: Your past business 
experience and social wisdom will 
prove extremely helpful. After mid- 
week, a new era of romantic intima- 
cy begins. Pay special attention to the 
fading family restrictions of friends 
or lovers: Newfound freedom and 
renewed confidence will soon trigger 
vital choices. 


If your birthday is this week: 
Complicated social decisions should 
be avoided over the next four weeks. 
At present, long-term friends may 
feel doubtful of their own values or 
opinions. Wait for others to regain 
confidence before pushing for 
change. Areas affected are resched- 
uled public celebrations, important 
invitations and large family events. 
After July 23, predictable reactions 
will be re-established. Remain 
patient and ask for ongoing clarifica- 
tion. October through early January 
also highlight new business expecta- 
tions or career outlets. Loved ones 
may announce controversial job 
changes or risky investments. Offer 
encouragement but wait for finalized 
minor dis+ 
putes and costly errors will remain 
unresolved. 
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“We’ve been stuck in a gym all 
winter and the team was eager to 
take the field. We played 
well,’ said Coach Quinlan 
“but we need to improve our 
team chemistry. Teamwork is 
a big part of this game and we 
need to work on that.” 

With their strong season 
last year (21-6 record, 
MCCAC champs, region 21 
semi-finalists) and impressive 
list of returning and incoming 
players, the Knights are 
already stating to create some 
national buzz. In the first 
national poll of Division 3 the 
Knights received a handful of 
votes and are currently ranked 
in the top 25 in the nation 
landing at 23. Despite the 
rank, they are not the top team 
in the region, nationally 
speaking, as major rival 
Massasoit fell just shy of the 
top five, being ranked sixth. 

Despite the attention, 
Quinlan is keeping things sim- 


First track meet for 
Knights offers sur- 
prises and potential 


By RYAN MCASKILL 
Sports Editor 


On the 
Solomon Track 
in Dedham, 
MA on a cold 
windy day, his- 
tory was made. 
A group of 
eight Northern 
Essex athletes, 
men and 
women, 
became the first to have their names 
put in the record books under the 
header of Track and Field. 

The Knights took part in the 
Northeastern University 
“Snowflake” Invitational on March 
25. The meet was attended by a vari- 
ety of schools including Boston 
College, University of Rhode Island, 
Boston University, Northeastern 
University, University of New 
Haven, Stonehill College and many 
others. In all, over 30 colleges and 
universities were in attendance. 

Even being the first meet ever for 
Northern Essex, the teams did very 
well. 

“The meet went extremely well,” 
said head coach Dawn Caputo. 
“Four performances qualified for the 
NJCAA Div III Nationals.” 

The first event that Northern 
Essex took part in was the 10,000 
meter which cross-country standout 
Laura Rudd ran. Rudd ran what was 
Sth place at last year’s Nationals. 
She is expected to participate in races 
ranging from the 3,000 through the 
10,000. 

Crystal Burgess, who did not 


ple. 
“Our goal this year is simple, 
said Quinlan. “Where going to take 


” 


compete in track in high school, was 
the first second standout star for the 
track team with her performances in 
the triple jump and the 800-meter 
run. 

“Crystal had a very impressive 
first track and field meet,” said 
Caputo. “Getting to the finals in her 
first triple jump competition was 
awesome.” 

In the 800 she almost won her 
heat and just needs a little more 
strength to be able to more effective- 
ly finish off that race distance. 

Shana Blaney started strong in 
the throwing events coming just feet 
of qualifying in both the discuc and 
shot put. The discuc did not start 
until 8 ? hours into the meet and all 
that waiting around starts to take a 
toll. 

“We felt that the women were 
very slighted. The cold and length of 
the competition really affected Shana 
[Blaney] and Christin Costa,” said 
Caputo. “It was very difficult condi- 
tions to compete in after many hours 
of waiting.” 


The men also came out strong in 
their first competition of the season. 
Jimmy Mwangi placed sixth of 42 
four-year school athletes, but was 
denied a chance to compete in the 
final heat. 

“We were very disappointed that 
he did not get into the seeded heat,” 
Caputo said. “He beat four athletes 
in that heat and ran a solid first meet. 
I believe we will see some improve- 
ment next week with better competi- 
tion.” 

Steven Battle had two good per- 
formances placing 11th (of 34) and 
13th (of 39), respectfully in the 100 
and 200 meters. In the cold it was 
difficult to warm up for the sprints. 

“IT believe that his times will 
improve dramatically once we get to 
warmer weather,” added Caputo. 


it one game at a time. From the reg- 
ular season to the states, Regionals 
and hopefully the World Series.” 


Sue MacAvoy courtesy photo 


Chris Anderson (#20) was the nations top offensive player 
last year (.537 average) and is poised to lead them again. 


Joel Nunez placed second in his 
heat of the 800-meter running 
2:14.32. ; 

“He did a great job hitting his 
splits and it was exciting to see him 
almost win his heat,” said Caputo. 

Overall, a fantastic start for 
NECC track and field program. At 
the next meet three additional ath- 
letes will be competing, who are 
recent addition to the team. Once the 
warmer weather hits the number of 
events that the Knights enter will 
increase. 

“With the early season coolness, 
we will not be competing in a full 
schedule of events until mid-April,” 
Caputo said. 

It is still not too late for others to 
join. Stop by the Fitness Center 
building to pick up a physical form. 


Women’s Results: 
Triple Jump: Crystal Burgess 


32°3 3/4” 5th place-NJCAA D-III 
National Qualifier 


Shot Put: Shana Blaney 
30°5 1/2 ‘18th place 

Discus: Shana Blaney 87°8” 
12th place 

Christin Costa 656” 

25th place 

800 Crystal Burgess 2:38.32 
20th place-National Qualifier 

10,000 Laura Rudd 
44:28.77 10th place-National 
Qualifier 


Men results: 


100 Meter Steven Battle 12.13 
11th place 
David Eulie 


13.79  31thplace 


Northern Essex Communi 


College 


2006 Spring Baseball Schedule 


March 
30 CCRI Away 4:00 


April 
4 Massasoit Away 3:30 

5 Massasoit Home 3:30 

8 Manchester (DH) Home 
noon 

9 Bunker Hill (DH) Home 
noon 

11 Southern Maine Away 
3:30 

19 Roxbury Home 3:30 
20 Roxbury Away 3:30 


Northern Essex Communi 


3:30 
29 Holyoke (DH) Away 
noon 


6 MCCAC Massasoit hosts 
TBA 

12-14 NJCAA Region XXI 
Manchester hosts TBA 


*DH-double header 


-Home games in bold face 
and are held on the base- 
ball field of the Haverhill 
Campus, along Kenoza 
Ave. 

-All game times p.m. 
unless otherwise stated 


College 


2006 Track and Field Schedule 


April 


1 Rhode Isalnd College Invitational at Black track 
Complex, Providence RI 11 a.m. 

8 Bryant University Invitational at Smithfield, RI 10 a.m. 
15 UMass Dartmouth Corsair Classic at North 


Dartmouth, MA 11 p.m. 
23 Connecticut College 


May 
6 Northeast District Meet at Bergen Country NJ 
11-13 NJCAA Division III meet at Erie Community 


College 


Sue MacAvoy courtesy photo 


Crystal Burgess, a newcomer to the world of track 
and field, had an outstanding debut in the triple jump. 


200 Steven Battle 24.40 
13th place 

400 James Mwangi 451.08 
6th place-National Qualifier 

800. Joel Nunez _ 2:14.32 


25th place 


All times were automatic-timed. 
The conversion is .24. 
No team scores were used. 


i 
$ 


re a 
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Let’s start those engines 


Local track prepares 
for the start of the 
upcoming season 


By DANIELLE SIECZKOWSKI 
Contributing Reporter 


Spring has 
finally arrived! 
Flowers will 
soon begin to 
bloom, 
will migrate 
from their win- 
ter homes, 
warm weather 

will take away 

the winter 

blues, and the roar of high horsepow- 

_ er will return to local racetracks 


_ everywhere. One local track that is 


eager to begin its season is Lee USA 
Speedway in Lee, N.H., which will 
open its gates next month for testing. 


According to Peter Watson, the 


track’s general manager, it is the per- 
fect place-to spend a Springtime 
Friday or Saturday night. 

“Lee USA is the fastest 1/3 mile 
track in New Hampshire,” says 
Watson. “It is the center of speed, 


birds . 


and hosts the most exciting racing in 
the area.” 

Built in the 1960s, the four cor- 
ner oval track hosts a variety of rac- 


ing leagues including the NASCAR - 


Dodge Weekly Series, Late Models, 
SuperModifieds, and Hobby and 
Street Stocks. A number of other 
touring series visit the track as well, 
including the ISMA Series, ACT 
cars, and the True Value Modified 
Racing Series. 

“We are trying to resurrect the 
small block SuperMods,” says 
Watson. “They are a feeder for the 
bigger blocks and are pretty diverse 
in the types of drivers; including 
women, and younger kids.” 

Some of the most exciting racing 
Lee USA Speedway hosts is with the 
Late Model Super Series. On aver- 
age, 80 cars will come to the track 
hoping for a chance to qualify and 
compete in the race. 

“Having that many cars for one 
division is really something,” says 
Watson, “and these cars put on a 
good show for the fans.” 

The Late Model Series is known 
for high action racing, usually lead- 
ing to a number of cautions. 

“Those cars are nose to tail, door 
to door, fender: to fender every lap,” 
says Watson. “We have seen nights 


Good weather 


Warm tempratures 
puts damper on this 
years ski trip 


By JAY COOREY 
_ Contributing Reporter 


Spring is 
finally here and 
the nice weath- 
er is putting an 
end to the... 
unseasonably 
» nice weather. I 
can remember 
about 10 
instances this 


__ past winter in which I walked out- 


- side with my winter coat and actual- 
ly broke into a sweat. It’s kind of 
crazy to think of a soul in the 
“Northeast who hates the weather 


we’ve had, but such people do exist. ° 


These people are the skiers who 


inhabit this usually frigid area, and I 


guess their hobby gives them every 
right to hate it as the conditions put 
an end to this years ski trip. 

John Daly, a math tutor at 
Northern Essex as well as head of 
the Ski and Kayak Club, was espe- 
cially dismayed by the cancellation. 
This is the’ second year in a row the 
trip has been cancelled due to. cost 
and lack of participation. He’s been 
teaching. primarily out of the 
Lawrence campus for about nine 
years, and has headed up the ski 
team for the last five years. 

“It’s hard to get a ski trip,” said 
Daly. “It’s hard to get people moti- 
vated to go.” 

With so many students having to 
hold down a job along with their 
schoolwork and social life, it’s easy 
to see why Daly is having such a 
tough time getting together a large 
enough group of skiers. A $60 tab is 
one thing, but it really doesn’t seem 
worth it unless you like skiing down 
a rock-face in 60 degree tempera- 
tures. 


where there have been 10-12 cau- 
tions during a feature.” 

Though it may be hard for track 
officials to deal with constant yellow 
flags, the fans have another reaction. 

“J leave many nights with a 
headache,” says Watson, “but then 
later on in the week we get phone 
calls saying how exciting the racing 
was. It makes everything a lot bet- 
ter? 

-While exciting racing does bring 
many fans to the track, Watson shares 
that in the past few years Lee USA 
Speedway has had trouble selling out 
its 5800 seats. 

“Tt has been a struggle for us late- 
ly,” says Watson, “but hopefully we 
will turn it around this year.” 

Watson reports that while all of 
the racing seen at the track is excit- 
ing, there is one series that large 
numbers of fans come to the track to 
see. 

“Our biggest crowd drawer is the 
ISMA_ Series, which are the 
International Supermodified 
Association cars,” says: Watson, 
“those are the big-block modifieds.” 

Watson added that the open- 
wheeled cars, which are apt for cau- 
tions, bring crowds to the track near- 
ing 80 percent capacity. He and the 
other track officials hope that this 


blues? 


“Skiing has gotten very expen- 
sive, and it wasn’t really worth it this 
year,” Daly said. “It’s been terrible, 
six weeks ago, I cross-country skied 
around the track. I think I’ve gone 
twice all year.” 

Hopefully for Daly and other 
students and faculty who enjoy the 
outdoors, the weather will at least 
stay nice for a couple of canoe and 
kayak trips planned for later this 
year. There’s a free trip to the 
Shawsheen River on April 17 and 
another trip to the White Mountains 
Pemigewasset River in June. 

So if you feel like learning more 
algebra, or getting away for a day- 
long canoe trip to the White 
Mountains to get away. from said 
math, then John Daly is the guy to 
see. It may have been a rough sea- 
son for skiing, but there’s still plenty 
to do in the club, and who knows, 
maybe a late snowstorm could give 
one last chance for skiing. 


Spring Recreation and Intramural Schedule 


March 
31: 8-Ball Pool 
Tournament 


April 

4: MLB Opening Day 
Party 11-1 p.m. 

7: Kickball League 

10: Ping Pong Tournament 
11: Whiffle ball 


13: Frisbee golf 

14: Mini-Marathon 

18: Whiffle ball. 

19: Spring Jam (Haverhill 
Campus) 11-1 p.m. 

21: Kickball League 

24: Target Golf 

26: Whiffle ball 

27: End of Semester Party 
28: Kickball League 


All events are held from 


12- 1 p.m. (unless other- 
wise indicated) in the 
Sports and Fitness Center 
on the Haverhill Campus. 
They are free to all 
Northern Essex Students 
with a student ID. For 
more information visit the 
Campus Game Room in 
the lobby of the Sports and 
Fitness Center. | 


year more fans will find their way to 
Lee USA Speedway. 

Further research has shown that 
this is a trend at local racetracks 
around the country. In a recent col- 
umn by, Dick Berggren in his 
Speedway Illustrated magazine, he 
wrote that many local tracks are 
being closed due to low attendance 
rates. 

Both Watson and Berggren urge 
fans to go out to their local track and 


show their support. Their opinions 
reflect a shared value, which is that 
fans are the ones who determine 
whether a local track will be success- 
ful or not. 

“Local racetracks are a staple in 
the racing community,” says Watson, 
“they are also the places to see the 
most exciting racing. Most race fans 
realize that.” 


Weekly Sports Trivia 


1.) George Mason, Florida, LSU 
and UCLA are this year's final four 
teams in the NCAA men's tourna- 
ment. What was last year's final 
four? (Bonus: What about the 
women's final four last year?) 


2.) 11 seed George Mason 
became the first team to do two 
things since 1986 on Sunday with 
their 86-84 win over top seed 
UConn. What are those things? 
(Bonus: Who was the team in 
1986 to last do them?) 


3.) Glenn “‘Doc" Rivers is coach of 
the Boston Celtics in the NBA. For 
what college did he play as a star 


guard? 


4.) What current major league 
baseball first basemen turned 
down a scholarship offer to play 
for college hoops powerhouse 


North Carolina? 


5.) What do the universities 
Pittsburgh, Georgia State and 
Eastern Illinois all have in com- 


mon? 
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Northern Essex Community College Student Senate 


Bone Marrow Donor Drive 


HAVE YOU REGISTERED TO BE A BONE MARROW DONOR¢# 
You can help me fight my cancer! - 


Emily Quinlan has leukemia, a high school graduate dreaming of attending cals 
Her only hope is a more marrow or stern cell transplant from a compatible donor. 


That compatible donor could be youl!!! ae 


Come register to be a bone marrow donor. 


if aud are between the ages of 18 and 60 you may participate, 


The cost | is cover by Maseachicetts healt | insurance policies, e 
so please bring your insurance card. 3 


Uninsured/out-of-state donors will not be tured away. 


Northern Essex Community College, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MAO 0 
Bone Marrow Donor Drive 
April, oo, 2006 — oa ee 

9:00 am — 3:00 pm n ee 

C- np Lecture Hal 


por moneantonwalion: (978)556-373: 
e-mail: neccbonemarrowdrivs | 


